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PEEFACE. 



"Proverbs from Far akd Nbar/* is the title 1 have 
selected for this little vohime. 

I have been wide afield in my search, and have 
gleaned them from the pages of Ray, Fuller, Grose, 
and many another worthy, some well, some scarcely, 
known. 

In the selection now presented to the Public the 
greatest care has been exercised to exclude those, 
which, witty as they might have been considered in 
past times, and significant though they are, would 
not be tolerated in the present age from their want 
of harmony with the tone of our modem tastes and 
culture. 

Space will not permit me to enter into the history, 
or origin of proverbs; but as no writer has, to my 
mind, written so much to the purpose as Isaac 
D'Israeli in his "Philosophy of Proverbs," I may 
be pardoned for quoting his words : — 
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PREFACE, 



"Proverbs havo ceased to be studied, or employed in 
conyersation, since tbe time we have derived our knowledge 
from books; but in a philosophical age they appear to offer 
infinite subjects for speculative curiosity. Originating in 
various eras, these memorials of manners, of events, and of 
modes of thinking, for historical as well as for moral pur- 
poses, still retain a strong hold on our attention. The 
collected knowledge of successive ages, and of different 
people, must always enter into some part of our own! 
Truth, and nature can never be obsolete. 

"Proverbs embrace the wide sphere of human existence, 
they take all the colours of life, they are often exquisite 
strokes of genius, they delight by their airy sarcasm or the 
caustic satire, the luxuriance of their humour, the playful- 
ness of their turn, and even by the elegance of their imagery, 
and the tenderness of their sentiment. They give a deep 
insight into domestic life, and open for us the heart of man, 
in all the various states which he may occupy — a frequent 
review of Proverbs should enter into our readings; and 
although they are no longer the ornaments of conversation, 
they have not ceased to be the treasuries of Thought." 

The Proverbs are placed in alphabetical order, 
making them easy for reference, avoiding, therefore, 
the necessity of either Index or Contents. 



WILLIAM TEGG. 



PJlKCBAS LlUB, 

1876. 
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PROVEEBS 

FROM FAR AND NEAR. 



A bad padlock inTites a picklock. 

A bad thing neyer di^s. 

A bad workman never gets a good tooL 

A barber learneth to shave by shaving of fbols. 

A bird is known by its note, and a man by his talk. 

A black man is a jewel in a fair woman's eye. 

A blunt wedge will do it, where Bometimes a sharp axe fnH 

not. 
A blow with a reed makes a noise, but hurts not. 
A book that is shut is but a block. 
A brave retreat is a brave exploit 

A broken friendship may be solder'd, but wiU never be sound. 
A bushel of March dust, on the leaves, is worth asking's 

ransom. 
A calm is most weloome after a stonn. 
A carper can cavil at any thing. 
A cat may look upon a king. 
A charitable man is the true lov^r of God. 
A civil denial is better than a rude grant. 
A clear conscience can bear any trouble. 
A colt you may break, but an old horse you never can. 
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PROVERBS. 



A constant guest is never welcome. 

A covetous man does nothing that he should do till he dies. 

A cough will stick longer hy a horse than a peck of oats. 

A courtesy much entreated is half recompensed. 

A crooked stick will have a crooked shadow. 

A crowd is not company. 

A danger foreseen is half avoided. 

A day to come shows longer than a year that's gone. 

A deluge of words and a drop of sense. 

A detracter is his own foe, and the world's enemy. 

A dog will not cry if you beat him with a bone. 

A drowning man will catch at a rush. 

A duck will not always dabble in the same gutter. 

A fair booty makes many a thief. 

A fair face is half a portion. 

A fair wife without a fortune, is a fine house without furniture. 

A father is a treasure, a brother a comfort, but a friend is 

both. 
A fault, once denied, is twice committed. 
A favour ill-placed is profusion. 
A feast is not made of mushrooms only. 
A fool and his money are soon parted. 
A fool demands much, but he's a greater that gives it. 
A fool is happier in thinking well of himself than a wise 

man in others thinking well of him. 
A fool loseth his estate before he finds his folly. 
A fool's bolt is soon shot. 
A fool's speech is a bubble of air. 
A forced kindness deserves no thanks. 
A fortunate man may be any where. 
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A fox should not he of the jxuy at a goose's tnal. 

A Mend in court is as good as a penny in pocket 

A Mend is never known tiU needed. 

A fall cnp must be carried steadily. 

A full purse makes the mouth run over. 

A generous confession disarms slander. 

A gift long waited for is wAd, not given. 

A golden dart kills where it pleases. 

A good beginning makes a good ending. 

A good cause and a good tongue ; and yet money must 

carry it. 
A good cause makes a stout heart and a strong arm. 
A good conscience is the best divinity. 
A good day will not mend him, nor a bad day impair him. 
A good dog deserves a good bone. 
A good example is the best sermon. 
A good Mend is my nearest relation. 
A good garden may have some weeds. 
A good hope is better than a bad possession. 
A good life fears not life nor death. 
A good life is the only religion. 
A good man has more hope in his death, than a wicked man 

in his life. 
A good neighbour, a good morrow. 
A good paymaster never wants workmen. 
A good presence is letters of recommendation. 
A good reputation is a fair estate. 
A good tale iU told is a bad one. 
A good thing is soon caught up. 
A good winter brings a good summer. 
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A goose-qain is more dangerous than a lion's claw. 

A gossip speaks ill of all, and all of her. 

A grain of prudence is worth a pound of cniL 

A great bustle, and no business done. 

A great city, a great solitude. 

A great cry and little wooL 

A great fortune is a great slaveiy. 

A great head and a little wit 

A great man and a great river are often ill neighbours. 

A great man will not trample upon a worm, nor sneak to an 

emperor. 
A gieat mark is soonest hit. 
A great reputation is a great charge. 
A great tree hath a great fall. 
A green winter makes a fat churchyard. 
A guilty conscience never thinketh itself safe, 
A giant will starve with what will surfeit a dwarfl 
A handful of trade is a handful of gold. 
A head with a good tongue in it is worth double the price. 
A hog in armour is still but a hog. 
A hog upon trust, grunts till he's paid for. 
A hook's well lost to catch a salmon. 
A horse is neither better nor worse for his trapping. 
A house ready made, but a wife to make. 
A hypocrite never thoroughly repents. 
A joke never gains over an enemy, but often loseth a friend. 
A journey were better too long than dangerous. 
A joyfiil evening may follow a sorrowful morning. 
A lamb is as dear to a poor man, as an ox to the rich. 
A light purse makes a heavy heart 
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A Httlo bird is content witii a little n^t. 

A little debt makes a debtor, bnt a great one an <neia]r. 

A little of eyery tblng is nothing in the main. 

A little time may be enough to hatch a great deal of 

mischief. 
A long harvest and a little com. 
A long life hath long miseries. 
Alow edge is easilj leaped over. 
A mad beast must have a sober driver. 
A man apt to promise is apt to forget. 
A man gets no thanks for what he loseth at ploy. 
A man has no more goods than he gets good by. 
A man is not good or bad for one action. 
A man is not so soon healed as hnrt. 
A man in passion rides a horse that runs away with him. 
A man, like a watch, is to be valued for his goings. • 
A man loseth his time that comes early to a bad baiigain. 
A man may as well expect to be well and at ease without 

wealth, asliappy without virtue. 
A man may be strong, and yet not mow well. 
A man may buy even gold too dear. 
A man may lead his horse to water, but cannot make him 

drink. 
A man may be young in years, and yet old in hours. 
A man may provoke his own dog to bite Mm. 
A man may say too much even upon the best of subjects. 
A man of courage never wants weapons. 
A man of cruelty is God's enemy. 
A man's best fortune, or his worst, is a wife. 
A man's folly ought to be his greatest secret. 
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A man that breaks his word, bids others be fidse to him. 

A man without money, is a bow without an arrow. 

A merchant's happiness hangs upon chance, winds, and 

waves. 
A misty morning may have a fine day. 
A mole wants no lantern. 
A mouse in time may shear a cable asunder. 
A myrtle among thorns is a myrtle still. 
A nod of an honest man is enough. 
A penny saved is two pence got. 
A pilot is not chosen for his riches, but his knowledge. 
A pin a day is a groat a year. 
A plaster is a small amends for a broken head. 
A poor man wants some things, a covetous man all things. 
A pound of care wUl not pay an ounce of debt, 
A promise against law or duty, is void in its own nature. 
A proud man hath many crosses. 
A quiet conscience causes a quiet sleep. 
A ready way to lose your friend, is to lend him money. 
A rope and butter; if one slip, t'other wiU hold. 
A Scotch mist may wet an Englishman to the skin. 
A short prayer may reach up to the heaven of heavens. 
A silver key can open an iron lock. 
A slip of the foot may be soon recovered ; but that of the 

tongue perhaps never. 
A small leak will sink a great ship. 
A small shop may have a good trdde, 
A small wound may be mortal. 
A smoking chimney in a great house is a good sign. 
A snow year, a rich year. 
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A stamble may prevent a fall. 

A successful man loses no reputation. 

A sweet and innocent compliance is the cement of love. 

A thin bush is better than no shelter. 

A thin meadow is soon mowed. 

A thinking man is always striking out something new. 

A thousand years hence, the river will run as it did. 

A thread too fine spun will easily break. 

A tree is known better by its fruit, than its leaves. 

A true reformation must begin at the upper end. 

A virtuous woman, though ugly, is the ornament of the 

house. 
A vicious man's son has a good title to vice. 
A wager is a fool's argument. 

A whole bushel of wheat is made up of single grains. 
A wicked man is afraid of his own memoiy. 
A wife is not to be chosen by the eye only. 
A willing mind makes a light foot. 
A windy March and a rainy April make a beautiful May. 
A wise head hath a close mouth to it. 
A wise man begins in the end ; a fool ends in the beginning. 
A wise man turns chance into good fortune. 
A wise man will make more opportunities than he finds. 
A woman is to be from her house three times ; when she is 

christened, married, and buried. 
A wonder lasts but nine days, and then the puppy's eyes are 

open. 
A word and a stone let go cannot be called back. 
A word to the wise. 
A young man negligent, an old man necessitous. 
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JPROVJERBS, 



A yonng twig is easier twisted than an old tree. 

All are desirons to win the prize. 

All are fellows at footbalL 

All are not thieves that dogs bark at 

All between the cradle and the coffin is uncertain. 

All brmgs grits to your milL 

All commend patience, but none can endnre to suffer. 

All complain of want of memory, bat none of want of 

judgment. 
All fame is dangerous: good bringeth envy; bad, shame. 
All fish are not caught with files. 
AU fiowers are not in one garland. 
All human power is but comparative. 
All ill workmen quarrel with their tools. • 
All is fish that comes to net. 
All is soon ready in an orderly house. 
All is not gold that glitters. 
All is not gospel that comes out of the mouth. 
AU is not lost that is in peril. 
All liquors are not for every one's liking. 
All mankind is beholden to him that is kind to the good. 
All men can't be masters. 

All men naturally have some love and liking for truth. 
AU rivers do what they can for the sea. 
All sorts of sweets are not wholesome. 
All's good in a famine. 

AU temptations are found either in hope or fear. 
AU that is said in the parlour, should not be heard in the 

hall. 
AU the fat is in the fire. 
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All things are difficult, before they are easy. 

All things are not to be granted at all timea. 

All truth is not to be told at all times. 

All women are good; viz., good for eometbing^or good for 

nothing. 
All your geese are swans. 

An acute word cuts deeper than a sharp weapon. 
An apple may happen to be better given than eaten. 
An ass is the gravest beast, an owl the gravest bird. 
An egg, and to bed. 
An empty purse frights away firiends. 
An empty sack cannot stand upright. 
An enemy may chance to give good counsel. 
An honest good look covereth many &ults. 
An hour will destroy what an age was building. 
An hour of pain is as long as a day of pleasure. 
An ill conscience can never hope welL 
An ill father desireth not an ill son. 
An ill man is worst when he appeareth good. 
An ill-timed jest hath ruined many. 
An inch breaketh no square. 
An oak is not fell'd at one chop. 
An old dog can't alter his way of barking. 
An old fox needs not to be taught tricks. 
An old ox makes a straight furrow. 
An old ox will find a shelter for himself. 
An old physician, and a young lawyer. 
An old wrinkle never wears out 
An open knave is a great fool. 
An ounce of fortune is worth a pound of forecast 
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10 PROVERBS. 



An ounce of wisdom is worth a pound of wit. 

An unbounded liberty will undo us. 

An unpeaceable man hath no neighbour. 

As a wise child maketh a happy father, so a wise father 

maketh a happy child. 
As brisk as a bee in a tar pot. 
As busy as a hen with one chick. 
As deep drinketh the goose as the gander. 
As demure as if butter would not melt in his mouth. 
As far from the heart as from the eyes. 
As fire kindled by bellows, so is anger by words. 
As good be hanged for a sheep as a lamb. 
As good have no time, as make no good use of it. 
As good out of the world as out of the fashion. 
As good play for nothing as work for nothing. 
As good water- goes by the mill as drives it. 
As grave as an old gate post. 
As is the gardener, so is the garden. 
As is the workman, so is ihe work. 
As like as two peas. 

As long lives the merry heart as the sad. 
As love thinks no evil, so envy speaks no good. 
As mad as a March hare. 

As often as thou doest wrong, justice has thee on the score. 
As proud come behind as go before. 
As soon as you have drank, you turn your back upon the 

spring. 
As the market goes, wives must sell. 
As the old cock crows, so crows the young. 
As the touchstone trieth gold, so gold trieth men. 
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As the wind blows, seek jour shelter. 

As the wind blows, yon mast set your sail. 

As they brew, so let them bake. 

As tnie as the dial to the sun. 

As welcome as flowers in May, 

As you brew, so drink. * 

As you make your bed, so lie down. 

Absence sharpens love, presence strengthens it. 

Abased patience turns to Airy. 

Action is the proper fruit of knowledge. 

Admiration is the daughter of ignorance. 

Adversity flatteretb no man. 

Adversity maketh wise, though not rich. 

Affairs that are done by due degrees are soon ended. 

Affinity in hearts is the nearest kindred. 

After clouds, cahn weather. 

After the greatest danger is the greatest pleasure. 

After this leaf another grows. 

Age and wedlock brings a man to his night-cap. 

Agree for the law is costly. 

Alms are the golden key that opens the gate of heaven. 

Amendment is repentance. 

Among the perils and dangers of life solitude is none of the 

least. 
Anger begins with fo&y, and ends with repentance. 
Anger is the fever and frenzy of the soul. 
Anger may g^nce into the fareast of a wise man, but rest« 

only in the bosom of fools. 
Anger punishes itself. 
Any thing for a quiet life. 
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12 PROVERBS. 

April and May are the kej of all the jear. 

Argument seldom convinces any one contrazy to hm 

inclination. 
Art helps nature, and experience art. 
Art must be deluded by art. 
Ask thy purse what thou shouldest buy. 
At the end of the game you'U see who's the winner. 
At the end of the work you may judge of the workman. 

Bacchus hath drowned more men than Neptune. 

Backbiting oftener proceeds from pride than malice. 

Bad customs are better broke than kept up. 

Bad excuses are worse than none. 

Bald heads are soon shaven. 

Bare words buy no barley. 

Barefoot must not go among thorna. 

Be a friend to thyself, imd others will be so too. 

Be as you would seem to be. 

Be merry and wise. 

Be not hasty to outbid another. 

Be silent before a great man; ox, speak what may please 

him. 
Be silent, or speak something worth hearing. 
Better a HtUe fire to warm us, than a great one to bom us. 
Better a master be feared than despised. 
Better an empty house than an ill tenant. 
Better be denied than deceired. 
Better buy than borrow. 

Better come at the latter end of a feast than the beginning 
of a fray. 
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Better do it than wish it done. 

Better fare hard with good men than feast it with bad. 

Better give a shilling than lend and lose half a crown. 

Better giye the wool than the whole sheep. 

Better go back than lose yourself. 

Better go to bed sapperless than rls^ in debt. 

Better half a loaf than no bread. 

Better hazard once than be fdways in fear. 

Better known than trusted. 

Better late ripe and bear, than early blossom and blast. 

Better late than ne^er. 

Better Hve within compass than have large comings in. 
Better one's house be too little one day than too big all the 

year after. 
Better say nothing than nothing to the purpose. 
Better's the last smile than the first laughter. 
Better to say " Here it is " than " Here it was." 
Better the foot slip than the tongue. 
Better thou perish than truth. 
Better two losses than one sorrow. 
Better untaught than ill taught. 
Bear with evil, and expect good. 
Beauty draws more than oxen. 
Beauty in women is like the flowers in Spring; but virtue is 

like the stars of heaven. 
Bees that have honey in their mouths have stings in their 

tails. 
Begging of a courtesy is selling of liberty. 
Believe well, and have welL 
Bells call others to church, but go not themselves. 
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14 PltOVERBS. 



Best to bend it while a twig. 

Bestow on me what you will, bo it be none of your secrets. 

Beware of no man more than thyselfl 

Beware of the stone thon stnmblest at before* 

Bind so as you may unbind. 

Birds are entangled by their feet, and men by their tongues. 

Birth is much, but breeding is more. 

Black plums may eat as sweet as white. 

Black will take no other hue. 

Blessed is the peace-maker, not the conquer(N*. 

Blessings are not valued tiU they are gone. 

Blow thy own pottage, and not mine. 

BluEdiiDg is yirtue's colour. 

Bold resolution is the favourite of Providence. 

Boldness in business is the first, second, and third thing. 

Borrow not too much upon time to come. 

Both folly and wisdom come upon us with year?. 

Bought Mends are not Mends indeed. 

Brag's a good dog, but dares not bite. 

Brave actions never want a trumpet. 

Bread with eyes, cheese without eyes, and wine that leaps 

up to the eyes. 
Bribes throw dust into cunning men's eyes. 
Broken sacks will hold no eom. 
Business is the salt of life. 

Business may be troublesome, but idleness is pemioious. 
Busy-bodies never want a bad day. 
But help me to money, and I'll help myself to Mends. 
Butter is gold in the morning, silver at noon, and lead at night 
Buy and sell, a&d live by the loss. 
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Buy at a market and sell at home. 

By doing nothing we learn to do ilL 

By hook or by crook. 

By ignorance we mistake, and by mistakes we learn. 

By land or water the wind is ever in my face. 

By requiting one friend we invite many. 

Capons were at first but chickens. 

Care and diligence bring luck. 

Careless men let their end steal upon them unawares and 
unprovided. 

Care's no cure. 

Care will kill a cat ; yet there's no living without it. 

Carry coals to Newcastle, 

Cause not thine own dog to bite thee. 

Censure and scandal are not the same. 

Chains of gold are stronger than chains of iron. 

Change of weather is the discourse of fools. 

Charity begins at home, but should not end there. 

Cheat me in the price, but not in the goods. 

Children and fools tell truth. 

Children are poor men*s riches. 

Children are certain cares but uncertain comforts. 

Children increase the cares of life, but mitigate the remem- 
brance of death. 

Choleric men are blind and mad. 

Choose a wife rather by your ear than your eye. 

daw me, and PU daw thee. 

Clear and round dealing is the honour of man's nature. 

Close mouth. 
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Clouds, that the sun builds up, darken him. 

Cloudy mornings may turn to elear evenings. 

Cold of complexion, good of condition. 

Come and welcome ; go by, and no quarrel. 

Command your wealth, else that will command you. 

Common sense is the growth of all countries. 

Comparison, more than reality, makes men happy or 

wretched. 
Comparisons are odious. 

Compliments cost nothing, yet many pay dear for them. 
Confession of a fault makes half amends. 
Confidence goeth farther in company than good sense. 
Conscience can't be compelled. 
Consideration is the parent of wisdom. 
Constant complaints never get pity. 
Content is happiness. 
Content is more than a kingdom. 
Content is the philosopher's stone, that turns all it touches 

into gold. 
Continual cheerfhlness is a sign of wisdom. 
Contradiction should awaken attention, not passion. 
Conversation teaches more than meditation. 
Cooks are not to be taught in their own kitchen. 
Cool words scald not the tongue. 
Com in good years is hay ; in ill years straw is corn. 
Com is not to be gathered in the blade, but the ear. 
Corraption of the best becomes the worst 
Cover yourself with honey and the flies will have you. 
Covetous men's chests are rich, not they. 
Covetousness brings nothing home. 
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Coyetonsness often starves other vices. 

Counsel is irksome when the matter is past remedy^ 

Counsel is no command. 

Counsel must be followed, not praised. 

Count not your chickens before they be hatched. 

Courage, conduct, and perseverance conquer all before them. 

Courage ought to have eyes as well as arms. 

Courtesy on one side can never last long. 

Cousin-germans quite removed. 

Cowards are made to be trampled on, unless their wit cover 

them. 
Cowards run the greatest danger of any men in a battle. 
Cowardice is afraid to be known or seen. 
Craft borders upon knavery; wisdom never uses nor wants it. 
Crafty men deal in generals. 
Credulity tells people we are short-sighted. 
Crimes may be secret, but yet not secure. 
Cringing is a gainful accomplishment. 
Crooked by nature, is never made straight by education. 
Crosses, though they be not pleasant, yet are wholesome, 
Crows bewail the dead sheep, and then eat them. 
Cruelty deserves no mercy. 
Cunning borders upon ill craft. 
Curiosity is endless, restless, and useless. 
Custom is another nature. 
Custom is generally too hard for conscience. 
Custom is the plague of wise men, and the idol of fools. 
Custom without reason is but an ancient error. 
Cut your coat according to your cloth. 
Cutting out well is better than sewing up well. 
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Danger and delight grow both upon one stock. 

Dangers are overcome with dangers. 

Day and night, snn and moon, air and light, every one must 

have, and none can buy. 
Deaf men are quick-eyed and distrustful. 
Death has nothing terrible in it but what life hath made so. 
Death is a certain remedy for the injuries uf fortune and 

vexations of life. 
Death is the grand leveller. 
Death meets us everywhere. 
Death surprises us in the midst of our hopes. 
Debt is an evil conscience. 
Debt is the worst poverty. 

Deceit is in haste, but honesty can wait a fair leisure. 
Deceiving of a deceiver is no knaveiy. 
Decency and decorum are not pride. 
Deeds are fruits, words are leaves. 
Defiance provokes an enemy. 

Delays increase desires, and sometimes exUng^sh them. 
Denying a fault doubles it. 
Dependance is a poor trade. 
Desert and rewards very often go not together. 
Desire of glory is the last garment that even wise men put 

off. 
Desire to forsake the world. 
Despair gives courage to a coward. 
Desperate cases must have desperate cures. 
Destiny leads the willing but drags the unwilling. 
Detractors are their own foes and the world's enemies. 
Dexterity comes by experience. 
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Diamonds cut diamonds. 

Difficulty makQB desire. 

Difficulties give way to diligence. 

Diffidence is the right eye of prudence. 

Diligence is the mother of good fortune* 

Dine with Duke Humfrey, 

Discontents generally arise from our desires more than our 

wants. 
Discreet stops make speedy journeys. 
Discreet wives have sometimes neither eyes nor ears. 
Discretion in speech is more than eloquence. 
Disputations leave truth in the middle, and party at both 

ends. 
Dissembled sin is double wickedness. 
Do as little as you can to repent ot 
Do as most men do, and men will speak well of thee. 
Do business, but be not a slave to it 
Do evil, and look for the like. 
Do good, if you expect to receive it. 
Do it weU that thou may'st not do it twice. 
Do well, and have welU 
Dogs bark as they are bred. 
Dogs once scalded are afraid even of cold water. 
Dogs that bark at a distance never bite. 
Dogs wag their tails, not so much in love to you as your 

bread. 
Don't turn baker if your head bo made of butter. 
Double charging wiH break even a cannon. 
Draw not thy bow before thy arrow be fixed. 
Drawn wells are seldom dry. 
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Drink and drought oome not always together. 
Drink wine, and have the gont; drink none and have it too. 
Drink wine in winter for cold, and in summer for heat. 
Drive not a second nail tiU the first he clinched. 
Drowning men will catch at a rash. 
Drown not thyself to save a drowning man. 
Drunkards have a fool's tongue and a knave's heart. 
Drunkenness turns a man out of himself, and leaves a beast 

in his room. 
Dying is as natural as living. 

Early ripe, early rotten. 

Early sow, early mow. 

Early up, and never the nearer. 

Easy it is to bowl down hiU. 

Easier it is to fall than rise. 

Eat-well is drink-well's brother. 

Eaten bread is forgotten. 

Education begins a gentleman, conversation completes him. 

Emulation is lively and generous, envy base and malicious. 

Empty vessels give the greatest sound. 

Enemies may serve for witnesses as well as Mends may. 

Enough's as good as a feast. 

Enough to keep the wolf from the door. 

Envy and eovetousness are never satisfied. 

Envy and idleness married together begot curiosity. 

Envy never yet enriched any man. 

Envy shooteth at others and woundeth herself. 

Error is always in haste. 

Eternity has no grey hairs. 
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Even a child may beat a man that's bound. 

Even an emmet may seek revenge. 

Even oovetons men have sometimes their intervals of 

generosity. 
Even fools sometimes speak shrewdly. 
Even sogar itself may spoil a good dish. 
Even reckonings keep long Mends. 
Evening oats are good morning fodder. 
Ever drink, ever dry. 

Every age confntes old errors, and begets new. 
Every bird is known by its feathers. 
Every bird likes its own nest best. 
Every bird mast hatch its own eggs. 
Everybody's business is nobody's business. 
Every day brings a new light. 
Every dog has its day, and every man his hour. 
Every heart hath its own ache. 
Every man a little beyond himself is a fool. 
Every man doth his own business best. 
Every man hath his weak side. 

Every man is not bom with a silver spoon in his mouth. 
Every man is the son of his own works. 
Every man living hath something to do. 
Every may-be hath a may-be-not. 
Every miller draws the water to his own mill. 
Every one hath a penny for a new alehouse. 
Every one is glad to see a knave caught in his own trap. 
Eveiy one knows how to find fault. 
Every one thinks himself able to advise another. 
Every plummet is not for every sound. 
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Every reed will not make a pipe. 
Every scale hath its counterpoise. 
Every scrap of a wise man's time is worth saving. 
Every shoe fits not every foot 
Every sparrow to its ear of wheat. 
Every thing hath an end, and a padding hath twa 
Every thing hath its time, and that time mast he watched. 
Every thing is good in its season. 
Every tide will have an ebb. 
Every tub must stand upon its own bottom. 
Evil is soon believed. 
Examples are the best lessons for youth. 
Excess of obligations may lose a ftiend. 
Exchange is no robbery. 
Experience is good if not bought too dear. 
Experience is the fSftther of wisdom, and memory the mother. 
Experience perfects speculations. 

Experience teacheth fools; and he is a great one that will 
not learn by it. 

Face to face the trath comes out. 

Faint heart never won fSur lady. 

Faint praise is disparagement. 

Fair words fill not the belly, nor mind always. 

Fair words please fools. 

Fame is a thin shadow of eternity. 

Fancy may kill or core. 

Fancy surpasses beauty. 

Far firom court, iu from care. 

Fate leads the willing, but drives the stobbom. 



Digitized 



by Google 



PROVEBBS. 



23 



Faults of ignorance are ezcuseable only where the ignorance 

itself is so. 
Fear can keep a man out of danger, but courage only can 

support him in it. 
Fear is stronger than love. 
Feasting makes no friendship. 
February makes a bridge, and March breaks it. 
Feeling hath no fellow. 
Felicity lies much in fancy. 
Few are fit to be entrusted with themselves. 
Few leaves, and bad fruit. 
Few there are that will endure a true friend. 
Fine clothes oftentimes hide a base descent 
Fine clothes wear soonest out of fashion. 
Fire and water are good servants, but bad masters. 
First come, first served. 
Fish and guests smell at three days old. 
Fishes follow the bait. 

Flattery displays a braver flag than humility. 
Flatterers haunt not cottages. 
Follow the river and you will get to sea. 
Folly, as weU as wisdom, is justified by its children. 
Folly is often sick of itself. 
FoUy is the product of all countries and ages. 
Folly is the queen regent of the world. 
Fools and obstinate men make the lawyers rich. 
Fools are not to be convinced. 
Fools are pleased with their own blunders. 
Fools build houses, and wise men: enjoy them. 
Fool's haste is no speed. 
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Fools make feasts, and wise men eat them. 

Fools may ask more in an honr than wise men can answer 

in seyen. 
Fools may sometimes giye wise men connsel. 
Forbearance is no acqnitance. 
Fore-cast is better than work-hard. 
Force without fore-cast is of little avail. 
Forget other people's faults by remembering your own. 
Forgetting of a wrong is a mild revenge. 
For want of a nail the shoe is lost ; for want of a shoe the 

horse is lost; for want of a horse the man is lost. 
Fortune can take from us nothing but what she gave us. 
Fortune favours fools. 
Fortune often rewards with interest those that have patience 

to wait for her. 
Foxes dig not their own holes. 
Fraud and deceit are always in haste. 
Friends are not so soon got or recovered as lost 
Friends are the nearest relations. 
Friendship consists not in saying, "What's the best 

news?" 
Friendship increases in visiting friends, but in visiting them 

seldom. 
Friendship is the most sacred of all moral bonds. 
Friendship, the older it grows, the stronger it is. 
From our ancestors come our names ; but from our >irtue8 

our honours. 
Frugality is an estate alone. 
Fruit ripens not well in the shade. 
Full of courtesy, and fall of craft. 
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Gain got by a He will bum one's fingers. 

Game is cheaper in the market than in the fields and woods. 

Garlands are not for every brow. 

Generally we love ourselves more than we hate others. 

Gentry by blood is bodily gentiy. 

Getting out well is a quarter of the journey. 

Gifts make beggars bold. 

Give' a dog an ill name, and his work is done. 

Give him an inch, and hell take an ell. 

Give losers leave to speak, and winners to laugh. 

Give the piper a penny to play, and twopence to leave off. 

Glowing coals will be sparkling. 

Go fEurtber and fare worse. 

Gold and silver were mingled wit^ dirt till avarice parted 

them. 
Gold is no balm to a wounded spirit 
Golden dreams make men awake hungry. 
Good actions cany their warrant with them. 
Good bees never turn to drones. 
Good cheap, is dear at long run. 
Good counsel makes a proud man and a fool angry. 
Good dancers have mostly better heels than heads. 
Good deeds remain, all things else perish. 
Good language cures great sores. 
Good luck reaches farther than long arms. 
Good men want the laws for nothing but to defend them- 
selves. 
Good nature is the proper soil upon which virtue grows. 
Good nature without prudence, is foolishness. 
Good neighbours and true friends are two thiDga. 
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Good paymasters need no seonritj. 

Good that comes too late is as good as notlimg. 

Good wine ne^ds no bush. 

Good words cool more than eold water. 

Gt)od words cost nothing bat are worth much. 

Good words fill not a sack. 

Good works will never save you; but yon can never be 

saved without them. 
Goods are theirs only who enjoy them. 
Government of the wiU is better than increase of knowledge. 
Grasp no more than thy hand will hold. 
Gratefulness is the poor man's payment. 
Gratitude preserves old friendship and procures new. 
Great and good are seldom the same man. 
Great braggers little doers. 
Great designs require great considerations. 
Great gain makes work easy. 
Great hopes make great men. 

Great minds and great fortunes don't always go together. 
Great persons seldom see their faces in a true glass. 
Great ships ask deep waters. 
Great solitude is a sort of madness. 
Great spirits are easy in prosperity and quiet in adversity. 
Great wealth and content seldom live together. 
Great weight may hang on small wires. 
Grief pent up will burst the heart. 
Guests that come by day-light are best received. 
Gmlt is always jealous. 



Half a loaf is better than no bread. 
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Half an acre is good land. 

Hang not aU your bells upon one horse. 

Happy is he that is happy in his children. 

Happy is he, whose friends were bom before him. 

Happy is the man who sees his faults in his youth. 

Happy men shall have many Mends. 

Happiness generally depends more on the opinion we have 

of things, than on the things themselves. 
Hard with hard makes not the stone wall; 
Harvest comes not every day, though it comes every year. 
Harvest will come, and then every farmer's rich. 
Hasty climbers have sudden falls. 
Hatred is blind as well as love. 
Have not thy cloak to make, when it begins to rain. 
He a soldier, and knows not onion-seed from gunpowder. 
He bears misery best that hides it most. 
He bears poverty very ill who is ashamed of it. 
He begs a blessing of a wooden god. 
He benefits himself that doth good to others. 
He bought the fox-skin for threepence, and sold the tail 

for a shilHng. 
He builds cages fit for oxen to keep birds in. 
He calls for a shoeing horn, to help on his gloves. 
He came safe from the Eaat-Indies and was drowned in the 

Thames 
He can never be God's martyr, that is the devil's servant. 
He cannot be good that knows not why he is good. 
He cannot speak well, that cannot hold his tongue. 
He can swim without bladders. 
He cah*t demand a flitch of bacon at Dunimw* 
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He cares not whose child cries, so his laugh. 

He carries too big a gun for me, I must not engage him. 

He changes his flag to conceal his being a pirate. 

He claws it as Clayton clawed the pudding when he eat bag 

and all. 
He commands enough that obeyeth a wise man. 
He confesseth himself guilty, who refuseth to come to a 

trial. 
He covers me with his wings, and bites me with his bill. 
He could e'en eat my heart without salt. 
He cries wine, and sells vinegar. 
He dances merrily, whom fortune pipes to. 
He declares himself guilty, who justifies himself before 

accusation. 
He deserves not sweet that will not taste of sour. 
He deserves not good, that can away with bad. 
He does bounty an ii^juzy who shows her so much as to be 

laughed at. 
He does not believe, that does not live according to his 

beUel 
He doth much that doth a thing well. 
He drags his chain, and yet says 'tis others that are mad. 
He dwells far firom neighbours, who is fain to praise himself. 
He eats in plate, but will die in irons. 
He fasts enough that has a bad meal. 
He fasts enough whose wife scolds aU dinner-time. 
He gave him a thing of nothing, to hang upon his sleeve. 
He gets a double victory, who overcomes himself when he 

doth his enemy. 
He gives one knock on the iron and two on the anvil. 
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He goes a great voyage, that goes to the bottom of the aea. 

He goes not oat of his way, that goes to a good inn. 

He had need rise betimes who wonld please every body. 

He has a fair forehead to graff on. 

He has a head as big as a horse, and brains as much as an ass. 

He has a hole nnder his nose that all his money rons into* 

He has a mouth for every matter. 

He has an ill look among lambs. 

He has as many tricks as a dancing bear. 

He has been out a hawking for butterflies. 

He has brought up a bird to pick out his own eyes. 

He has but a short Lent that must pay money at Easter, 

He has but bad food that feeds upon the faults of others. 

He has drank more than he has bled to-day. 

He has eat up the pot and asks for the pipkin. 

He has found a last for his shoe. 

He has not lost all who has one cast left. 

He has nothing to eat and yet invites guests. 

He has the greatest blind-side, who thinks he has none. 

He hath a good judgment that relieth not wholly on his own. 

He hath conquered well that hath made his enemies fly. 

He hath good cards to show for it 

He hath impudence to show himself a fooL 

He hath lived ill that knows not how to die well. 

He hath more faults than hairs, and more wealth than faults. 

He hath no mean portion of virtue that loveth it in another. 

He hath played a wily trick, and beguiled himself. 

He hath slept well that remembers not that he hath slept ill. 

He invites future injuries who rewards past ones. 

He is above his- enemies that despises their injuries. 
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He is A Blare of tiie greatest eUye vho senroth nothing bnt 

himselL 
He is as much oat of his element a« an eel in a aand bag. 
He is desperate that thinks hixoself so. 
He is happy that knoweth not himself to be otherwise. 
He is idle that might be better empbyed. 
He is lifeless that is faultless. 

He is more noble that deserves than he that confers benefits. 
He is my Mend that sacoonreth me, not he that pitieth me. 
He is never alone who is accompanied with noble thoughts. 
He is no great heir that inherits not his ancestor's virtue. 
He. is not a virtuous man that loveth it not even in an 

enemy. 
He is not charitable that will not be so privately. 
He is not fit £or riches who is afraid to use them. 
He is not laughed at that laughs at himself first. 
He is not poor that hath not much, but he that craves mack. 
He is not wise that is not wise for hims^ 
He is poor indeed that can promise nothing. 
He is rich enough that needeth neither flatter nor borrow. 
He is so wary that he sleeps like a hare with his eyes open. 
He is the best gentleman that is the son of his own deserts. 
He is unworthy to live who lives only for himselt 
He is well onward in the way of wisdom who can bear a 

repKX)f and mend by it. 
He is wise that hath wit enough for his own afioirs. 
He knows not a hawk from a hand-saw. 
He knows which side of his bread is battered. 
He leaps into a deep river to avoid a shallow brook. 
He lights his candle at both ends. 



Digitized 



by Google 



PBOVERBS. »l 



He liTOfi long that Ihres hill lUl aze weaiy of him. 

He loseth indeed that loseth at last. 

He loseth nothing that keepeth God for his firiead. 

He makes arrows of all sorts of wood. 

He may find fault, but let him mend it if he ean. 

He maj make a will upon his nail for anj thing he has to 

give. 
He may very well be contented that need not buy nor flatter. 
He merits no thanks that does a kindness for his own end. 
He must be a most sad fellow that nobody ean please. 
He must have leave to speak who cannot hold his tongue. 
He must stoop that hath a low door. 
He needs little advice that is lucky. 
He never wrought a good day's work that went grumbling 

about it. 
He may hope for the best that's prepared for the worst. 
He pins his faith on another man's sleeve. 
He pitieth not the poor who relieveth them not when he 

well may. 
He plays well that wins. 
He preaches well that lives well. 
He put a fine feather in his cap. 
He refuseth the bribe, but putteth forth his hand. 
He remembers his ancestors, but forgets to feed hid children. 
He runneth far indeed that never returpeth. 
He seemeih wise with whom all things thrive. 
He set my house afire only to roast his eggs. 
He shall have enough to do, who studies to please fools. 
He sneaks as if he would creep into his mouth. 
He speaks as if every word would lift a dish. 

: I 
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He speaks one word nonsense, and two that have nothing 

in them. 
He snps ill who eats np all at dinner. 
He takes pepper in his nose. 
He talks in the hear garden tongue. 
He teaches me to be good that does me good. 
He teacheth ill that teacheth all. 
He tells me my way and don't know it himselt 
He that after-sinning mends, recommends himself to God, 
He that always complains is never pitied. 
He that always fears dangers always feels it. 
He that always makes God's will his is never crossed. 
He that asketh a courtesy promiseth a kindness. 
He that asketh faintly beggeth a denial. 
He that banquets every day never makes a good meal. 
He that beareth a torch shadoweth himself to give light to 

others. 
He that bestoweth but a bone on thee would not have thee 

die. 
He that bites on every weed may light on poison. 
He that blows a trumpet at his alms is a Pharisee^ 
He that blows in the dust fills his own eyes. 
He that boasteth of himself affironteth his company. 
He that boasteth of his ancestors confesseth he hath no 

virtue of his own. 
He that boasts of his own knowledge proclaims his ignorance. 
He that bringeth a present iindeth the door open. 
He that brings up his son to nothing breeds a thief. 
He that builds castles in the air will soon have no land. 
He that buyeth magistracy must sell justice. 
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He takes in good connsel like cold porridge. 

He that buys and lies shall feel it in his purse. 

He that cannot abide a bad market deserves not a good 

one. 
He that cannot conceal his own shame will not conceal 

another's. 
He that can read and meditate, need not think the evenings 

long, or life tedious. 
He that can reply calmly to an angry man is too hard for 

him. 
He that casteth all doubts shall never be resolved. 
He that cheateth in small things is a fool, but in great 

things is a rogue. 
He that comes after, sees with more eyes than his own. 
He that converses not, knows nothing. 
He that dares not venture must not complain of iU luck. 
He that defends an injury is next to him that commits it. 
He that desires but little has no need of much. 
He that does you a very iU turn will never forgive you. 
He that doeth his own business, hurteth not his hand. 
He that doth a good turn looketh for a good turn. 
He that doth not as he ought, must not look to be done to 

as he would. 
He that fiUls to-day may be up again to-morrow. 
He that fears danger in time seldom feels it. 
He that fears not the future may enjoy the present 
He that feeds upon charity has a cold dinner and no supper. 
He that first came is not sure to be first served. 
He that gets an estate wDl probably never spend it. 
He that gives his heart will not deny his money. 
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He that gives to a gratefdl man putt oat to nmiry. 

He that gives to he seen vovld never zelieve a man in the 
dark. 

He that giveth to a good man selleth well. 

He that goes the contrary way mnst go it over twice. 

He that grasps at too much holds nothing fast. 

He that groweth worse was never good. 

He that handles thorns shall smart for it. 

He that has a sword and goes home to fetch a better, never 
comes again. 

He that has but four and spends five, has no need of a purse. 

He that has but one coat cannot lend it. 

He that has feathered his nest may fly when he will. 

He that has most time has none to lose. 

He that has lost his credit is dead to the world. 

He that has no charity merits no mercy. 

He that has no heart ought to have heels. 

He that has no shamd has no conscience. 

He that has nothing is frighted at nothing. 

He that has the worst cause makes the most noise. 

He that hath a wife and children nrast not sit with his fingers 

in his month. 
He that hath good com may be content with some thistles. 
He that hath love in his breast hat^ spurs at his heels. 
He that hath some land must have some labour* 
He that helpeth the evil hurteth the good. 
He that hopes no good fears no ill. 

He that is carried down the torrent eatcheth at every thing. 
He that is disposed for mischief will never want oecasion. 
He that is every where is no where. 
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He that is innoocat maj veU be eoafid^at* 

He thAt i* knoirn ta hare no monegr has no friends nor 

credit 
He that is matter of himself will soon be master of others 
He that repenta here, shall rejoiee hereafter. 
He that is not sensible of his loss has lost nothing. 
He that is presently denjed is least daeeived. 
He that is too prond to ask ia too good to receive. 
He that is too secure is not safe. 
He that is nneasy at eyery HtiOe pain is never vitheut some 

ache. 
He that is without money is a bird without wings. 
He that keeps malice harbours a viper in his breast 
He that knows how to waste finds eveiy thing to his purpose. 
He that knows little often repeats it. 
He that labours and thrives spins gold. 
He that lieth upon the ground can fall no lower. 
He that listens after what people say of him shall never 

have peace. 
He that lives long suffers much. 
He that lives on hope hiuB but a slender diet 
He that loves himself too much loves an ill man. 
He that maketh a fire of straw hath much smoke, p^d but 

little warmth. 
He that mazrieth for wealth sells his liberty. 
He that mindeth not his own business shall never be 

trusted with mine. 
He that payeth beforehand shall have his work ill done^ 
He that pays last never pays twice. 
He that plants trees loves others besides himself. 
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He that promises too mnch means nothing. 

Ho that reckoneth before his host^ must reckon again. 

He that regardeth not his reputation despiseth Tirtne. 

He that regards not a pennj will lavish a pound. 

He that repents of his own act, either is, or was a fool, by 

his own confession. 
He that requites a benefit pays a great debt 
He that resolves to deal with none but honest men, most 

leave off dealing. 
He that returns a good for evil obtains the victory. 
He that runs out by extravagancy, must retrieve by 

parsimony. 
He that's always shooting, must sometimes hit. 
He that's angry without a cause must be pleased without 

amends. 
He that's down, down with him, cries the world. 
He that's full takes no care for him that* s fasting. 
He that's not handsome at 20, strong at dO, wise at 40, rich 

at 50, will never be handsome, strong, wise or rich. 
He that seeketh trouble never misseth of it. 
He that serves every body is paid by no body. 
He that shows a passion, tells his enemy where he may hit 

him. 
He that shews his purse, longs to be rid of it. 
He that sows in the highway tires his oxen, and loseth his 

com. 
He that sows iniquity shall reap sorrow. 
He that spares the bad injures the good. 
He that speaks, sows ; he that hears, reaps. 
He that stays in the valley shall never get over the hill. 
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He that stambles, and iiBdls not quite, gains a step. 

He that sups upon salad goes not to bed fasting. 

He that takes too great a leap falls into the ditch. 

He that talks to himself talks to a fool. 

He that thinks his business below him, will always be above 

his business. 
He that travels much knows much. 
He that trusteth to the world is sure to be deceived. 
He that walketh with the virtuous is one of them. 
He that wants hope is the poorest man alive. 
He that weighs the wind must have a steady hand. 
He that will conquer must fight. 
He that will not be saved needs no sermon. 
He that would have a hare for his breakfast must hunt 

over night. 
He that would have the fruit must climb the tree. 
He that would learn to pray let him go to sea. 
He toucheth it as warily as a cat doth a coal of fire. 
He useth the rake more than the fork. 
He who beggeth for others is contriving for himself. 
He who cometh in late Iffth an ill lodging. 
He who findeth fault meaneth to buy. 
He who hath a trade hath a share every where. 
He who is ashamed of his calling, ever liveth shamefully in it. 
He who is not lucky, let him not go a fishing. 
He who is wanting but to one Mend, loseth a great many 

by it. 
He who owes an hundred and has an hundred and one, 

fears nobody. 
He who plants a walnut tree, expects not to eat of the fruit. 
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He who sleepeth all the mornings mfty go a begging aE the 

day after. 
He who threateneth, hunteth after a leireage. 
He who trusteth not is not deceived. 
He who wants content, can't find an easy chair. 
He would fain fly, but wants feathers. 
Hell as soon eat sand as do a good tarn. 
Hell bring buckle and thong together. 
Hell ne'er do right nor suffer wrong. 
He's a Mend to none that is a firiend to all. 
He's a little fellow, but eyery bit of that litUe is bad. 
He's a slave that cannot command himself. 
He's a wise man that leads passion by the bridle. 
He's born in a good hour who gets a good name. 
He's like a fox, grey before he is good. 
He's my Mend that speaks well of me behind my back. 
He's not the best carpenter that makes the most chips. 
He's so full of himself that he is quite empty. 
He's wise that knows when he's well enough. 
Health is not valued till sickness comes. 
Health without wealth is half a s^kness. 
Hearts may agree though heads differ. 
Heaven is worth the whole world. 
Hedgehogs lodge among thorns, because themselves are 

prickly. 
Help the lame dog over the style. 
Here I left a needle and here I will find it. 
High buildings have a low foundation. 
High winds blow on high hills. 
His brains want no barm to make them work. 
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His learning overbalanceth his bnin ; and so is a burthen. 

His milk boiled over. 

His mill will go with all winds. 

His tongne goes always (^errands, but never speeds. 

His tongne is no slander. 

Hoist your sail when the wind is fair. 

Home is home, be it never so homely. 

Honest is the eat when the meat is upon tbe hook. 

Honest men are soon bound, but you can never hind a 

knave. 
Honest mens words are as good as their bonds. 
Honesty and plain dealing puts knavery out of the bias. 
Honesty is the best policy. 
Honesty now-a-days wants a guard. 
Honey is sweet but the bee stings. 
Hope is a good breakfast but a bad supper. 
Hopes and fears chequer human lifis. 
Hot love is soon cold. 
Hours of pleasure are short 
How happy is he that owes nothing but to himself. 
How many things hath he to repent of that lives long. 
Human inventions are no essential parts of divine worship. 
Human laws reach not thoughts. 
Hunger cannot bear contradiction. 
Hunger finds no fiault with the cookery. 
Hunger is the best sauce. 
Hunger scarce kills any, but gluttony and drunkenness 

multitudes. 
Hunting has as much pain as pleasure. 
Hypocrisy is a sort of homage that vice pays to virtue. 
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I eannot belieye you, you speak so fiur. 

I cannot run and sit still at the same time. 

I can't be your Mend and your flatterer too. 

I gave you a stick to break my own bead vitb. 

I baye a crow to pluck with you. 

I baye more to do than a dish to wash. 

I have other fish to fry. 

I know enough to bold my tongue, but not to speak. 

I know of nobody that has a mind to die this year. 

I live, and lords do no more. 

I love you well, but touch not my pocket. 

I myself bad been happy, if I bad been unfortunate in time. 

I never fared worse than when I wished for supper. 

I will either win the horse or lose the saddle. 

I will keep no cats that will not catch mice. 

I wiU never stoop so low, to take up just nothing at all. 

I will not buy a pig in a poke. 

I will not keep a dog and bark myself. 

I will not want when I have it, and have it not too. 

I will set a spoke in your cart for you. 

I would have the fruit, not the basket. 

I would not do it to have the king my cousin. 

Idle men are dead all their life long. 

Idleness always envies industry. 

Idleness makes the wit rust 

If a man once fall all will tread upon him* 

If a word be worth a shilling, silence is worth two. 

If afiUctions refine some, tbey consume others. 

If any fool finds the cap fit him, let him wear it 

If better were within, better would come out 



Digitized 



by Google 



PROVERBS. 41 



If honesty cannot, knaverj should not. 

If I had a dog so good for nothing as thon art, I'd hang him. 

If I had not lifted up the stone, you had not found the jeweL 

If it were not for hopes, the heart would break. 

If Jtick's in love, he's no judge of JilVt beauty. 

If men had not slept, the tares had not been sown. 

If money be not thy servant^ it will be thy master. 

If nobody take notice of our faults, we easily forget them 

ourselves. 
If pains be a pleasure to you, profit will foUow. 
If the ball does not stick to the wall, yet 'twill leave some 

mark. 
If the channel's too small, the water must break out 
Kthe counsel be good, no matter who gave it. 
If the mountain wiU not come to Mahomet, Mahomet must 

go to the mountain. 
If the parson be from home, be content with the curate. 
If the sky fall we shall catch larks. 
K there were no knaves and fools, all the world would be 

alike. 
If thou dealest with a fox, think of his tricks. 
If thou wouldest have a good crop, sow with thy hand, but 

pour not out of the sack. 
If thou would'st keep money, save money. 
If thy hand be in a lion's mouth, get it out as ioBt as thou 

canst. 
If to-day will not to-morrow may. 
If we be enemies to ourselves, whither shall we fly. 
If you are negligent, others will be so to you. 
If you are too unfortunate nobody will know you. 



Digitized 



by Google 



4a PMOVERBS. 



If yon be a jester keep your wit till jaa hare use for it. 
If jcn be not oontent put your hand in your pocket and 

pleaae yoarsell 
If you beat spice it will smell the sWeeter. 
If yon brew well you may drink welL 
If you cut down the woods yon'il catch the wciL 
If you go into a labyrinth take a etow with you. 
If yon had hsd fewer Mends and more ^lemieB, yoa had 

been a better man. 
If yon have done no ill the edx days, yon may play the 

eeyenth. 
If you have no enemies it is a sign that fortune has fofgot 

you. 
If you have one true friend, yon have more than your share 

comes to. 
If you lie upon roses, when young ; you will lie upon thorns, 

when old. 
If yon light the fire at both ends, the middle will shift for 

itself. 
If you love me pray make it appear. 
If yon oblige those that can never pay you, you make 

Providence your debtor. 
If you pay not a servant his wages, he will pay himself. 
If you run after two hares, you will catch neither. 
If you seek trouble, its pity but you should find it 
If you sleep till noon, you have no right to complain that 

the days are short. 
If you tell every step, you will make a long journey of it 
If you will obtain, you must attempt 
If you would compare two men, you must know them both. 
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If yon wreetle with a eoUier, jou viU get a blotch. 

If your desires be endless, joxa cares and fears will be so too. 

Kyotir jojs cannot be long so neither can your sorrows. 

If your shoe pinch you, give it your man. 

Ignorance is the mother of impudence. 

Ill doers are ill thinkers. 

HI gotten goods seldom prosper. 

Ill got, ill spent. 

m luck is good for somediing. 

Ill news comes apace. 

Ill sowers make iU harvest 

m weeds grow apace. 

IU wounds may be cured, but not ill names. 

Impatience makes every ill double, but content makes it 

none at aQ. 
Improve opportunities. 
In a calm every one can steer. 
In a fiddler's house all are dancers. 
In a31 games it is good to leave off a winner. 
In conversation dwell not too long on a weak side. 
In courtesy, rather pay a penny too much than too little. 
In doubtful matters, courage may do much ; in desperate, 

patience. 
In the coldest flint there is hot fire. 
In the company of strangers, silence is safe. 
In the deepest water is the best fishing. 
In the greatest ill the good man hath hope left. 
In the short life of man, no time can be afforded to be lost. 
In things that must be, it is good to be resolute. 
Incredulity should make men advised, not irresolute. 
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Industry is fortune's right hand, and frugality her left. 

Ingratitude is the daughter of pride. 

Ingratitude makes the receiyer worse, but the benefactor 

better. 
Injuries slighted become none at all. 
Injurious men brook no injuries. 
Iigury is to be measured by malice. 
Innocence is no protection. 
Innocent actions carry their warrant with them. 
Innovations are dangerous. 
Insolence is pride when her mask is pulled off. 
Is there no mean but fast or feast ? 
It costs more to revenge ii^uries, than to bear them. 
It happens in an hour, that comes not in an age. 
It has been a great misfortune to many a one that he lived 

too long. 
It is a bad action that success cannot justify. 
It is a bad cause indeed, that none dare speak in it. 
It is a bad sack that will bear no mending. 
It is a base thing to tear a dead lion's beard off. 
It is a base thing to tread upon a man that is down. 
It is a fair degree of plenty to have what is necessaiy. 
It is a good blade that bends well. 
It is a good dog that can catch anything. 
It is a great journey to life's end. 
It is a great point of wisdom to find out one's own foUy. 
It is a hard thing to have a great estate, and not fall in love 

with it. 
It is a long lane that has no turning. 
It is a mark of wisdom to dislike folly. 
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It is a manly actio Ibisake an eiror. 

It U a ino0t base tlung to betray a Bian because be trusted 

It is a pity those that taught jou to talk did not also teach 

you to hold yow tongue. 
It is a poor play that is not worth the candle. 
It is ar^pioftoh, to be the first gentlflwan of his race; but 

it is a greater to be the last. 
It is a shame to steal, but a worse to carry home. 
It is a fiUy fish that is caught twice with the same bait 
It is a sin against hospitality, to open your doors and shut 

up your countenance. 
It is a sort of a fiivour to be denied at &rst. 
It is a worthier thing to deserre honour, than to possess it. 
It is an ea^y thing to find a stick to beat a dog. 
It is an equal failing to trust eyerybody, and to trust nobo^. 
It is an ill dog that deserves not a crust 
It is an in dog that is not w<»:th the whisUing for. 
It is an ill thing to be deceived, but worse to deceive. 
It it as great a misehxef to spare all, as it is cruelty to spare 

none. 
It is as much intemperance to weep too much, as to laugh 

too much. 
It is as natural to die as to be bom. 
It is almost as necessary to know other men as ourselves. 
It is always term time in the court of conscience. 
It is better to be beloved than honoured. 
It is better to pay, and have but little left, than to have much 

and be always in debt 
It is bettir to take half in hand, and the rest presently. 
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It is cheap enough to saj, '* God help you." 

It is easy for a man in health to preach patience to the siolc. 

It is easier to bear what's amiss, than go about to reform it. 

It is easier to descend than ascend. 

It is easier to prevent ill habits than to break them. 

It is easier to pull down than build up. 

It is easier to run from virtue to vice, than from vice to 

virtue. 
It is even as broad as it it long. 
It is for want of thinking that most men are undone. 
It is good beef that costs nothing. 
It is good fish, if it were but caught. 
It is good pride to desire to be the best of men. 
It is good to be in good time; you know not how long it 

will last 
It is good to have two strings to one's bow. 
It is goodness, not greatness, that will do thee good. 
It is hard to be high and humble. 
It is hard to pay and pray too. • 
It is hard to snflbr wrong, and pay for it too. 
It is hard to turn tack upon a narrow bridge. 
It is hope alone that makes us willing to live. 
It is ill angling after the net. , 
It is ill killing a crow with an empty sling. 
It is 111 mistaking in matters of importance. 
It is ill playing with gunpowder. 
It is ill to drive black hogs in the dark. 
It is ill to set spurs to a flying horse. 
It is ill to take an unlawftil oath, but worse to keep it 
It is in vain to cast your net where there is no fish. 
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It is in vain to learn wisdom, and yet to live foolishly. 

It is in vain to mislike the corrent fkshion. 

It is in Tain to use words when deeds are expected. 

It is lost labour to sow where there is no soil. 

It is madness to put on gloves when yon are stark naked. 

It is midsummer moon with you. 

It is money that makes the mare to go. 

It is more commendable to deny upon occasion than to 
grant upon none. 

It is more difficult to praise rightly than to blame. 

It is more painful to do nothing than to do something. 

It is more wisdom sometimes to dissemble wrongs than to 
revenge them. . . 

It is much like a blacksmith with a white silk apron. 

It is much safer to reconcile an enemy to thee, than to 
conquer him. 

It is my own fault if I am deceived by the same man twice. 

It is natural to a greyhound to have a long tail. 

It is no advantage for a man in a fever to change his bed. 

It is no discredit to be a teacher of that which is. credible to 

be learnt. 
It is no easy matter to bear prosperity decently. 
It is no good hen that cackles in your house and lays in 

another's. 
It is no ii^'ury that is not meant an ii^ury. 
It is no shame to yield to him that we must not oppose. 
It is not a chargeable thing to salute dvilly. 
It is not a sin to sell dear, but it is to make ill measure. 
It is not a sign of humility to declaim against pride. 
It is not as thy mother sayeth, but as thy neighbours say. 
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It ia not every one that oab iHckle weU. 

It is not homility, but Bordidness, to be regardless of true 

honour. 
It is not lost if it oomefe At Ibst. 
It is not the fine eoat that makes the fine gentleman. 
It is not to be called a bad day that has a good night. 
It is not want, bat rather abundaaoe, that makes avarice. 
It is nothing to begin, uniess you proceed and end well. 
It is one thing to speak much and another to speak 

pertinently. 
It is possible for a sheep to Htl a batcher. 
It is possible to sin against charity, when we do not against 

truth. 
It is safe taking a slice off a cut loaf. 
It is safer to commend the dead than the living. 
It is safer to hear and take counsel than to give it. 
It is sin not to be angry with sin. 
It is some relief to the unibrtunate to see there are others 

more miserable. 
It is sooner said than done. 
It is the easiest thing in the world for a man to deceive 

himself. 
It is the ordinary way of the world, to keep folly at the helm, 

and wisdom under the hatches. 
It is thou must honour the place, not the place thee. 
It is time enough to czy '* Oh t ** when you are hurt. 
It is very pretty to see a poor man give to the rich. 
It is wise not to seek a secret, and honest not to reveal it^ 
It is working that mak^s a workman. 
It is worse to do, than to revenge an injury. 
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It ought to be a good tale that is twice told. 

It pitieth me to refuse him that asketh modestly. 

It signifies nothing to play well if you lose. 

Jack in an office is a great man. 

Jack of all trades is of no trade. 

Jests are seldom good the first time, bat the seoond distasteM. 

Joy surfeited turns to sorrow. 

Justice needs not ii\)uxy to assifit it in getting its own. 

Keep counsel thyself first 

Keep the common road and thou'rt safb. 

Keep your purse and your mouth dose. 

Keep your shop, and your shop will keep you. 

Kindness is the noblest weapon to conquer with. 

Kings alone are no more than single men. 

Kissing goes by fitvour. 

Knaveiy may serve a turn, but honesty never £nl0; 

Knaves and fools divide the world. 

Knowledge begms a genUeman, but %9 oonveisatlon that 

completes him. 
Knowledge in youth is wisdom in age. 
Knowledge is a treasure, but practise is the k^y to it. 

Ladies will rather pardon want of sense than want of 

manners. 
Lament not the dead, but the living. 
Late repentance is seldom true. 
Lavishness is not generosity. 
Law governs man, and reason law. 
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Lay on more wood; the ashes will yield money. 

Lay the saddle upon the light horse. 

Lay things by, they may come to use. 

Laziness calls for whip and spur. 

Lean not on a reed. 

Learning in the hands of some is a sceptre, in that of others 

a fool's bauble. 
Learning makes a good man better, and an ill man worse. 
Learmng makes a man fit company for himselfl 
Learn to crawl, before you can go. 
Learn to say before you sing. 
Leave no dirt, you'U find no dirt 
Leaye the spring for the stream; so you shall haye mud for 

water. 
Let every one praise the bridge that carries him over. 
Let every snail like her own shell best. 
Let him ficy in his own grease. 
Let him that can play take the lute. 
Let him that earns the bread eat it. 
Let not another shuffle and cut the cards thou art to deal 

out. 
Let not thy tongue run away with thy brains. 
Let the church have leave to stand in the churchyard. 
Let them laugh that win. 
Let women spin and not preach. 
Letters blush not. 

Liberality is not giving largely, but giving wisely. 
Life is half spent before we know what it is. 
Life lieth not in living by liking. 
Life would be too smooth if it had no rubs in it 
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Light come, light go. 

light inJDzieB are made none by not regaxding them. 

lightneBs of caniage and beanty are old oompanians. 

like a barber's ohair, fit for eyery one. 

like a cat, he'll still £«]1 upon his legs. 

like a dog in a nuuiger, yonll not eat yoarself nor let the 

horse eat 
like a miller; he ean set to every wind, 
like a mill horse, that goes much, bat performs no journey, 
like fish, that liye in salt water, and yet are fresh, 
like master, like man. 
like priest, like people, 
like the gardener's dog, that neither eats cabbage himself 

nor lets any body else, 
like the tailor, that sewed for nothing, and found the thread 

likely lies in the mire, when unlikely gets oyer. 

lilies are whitest in a blackmoor's hand. 

listeners hear no good of themsdves. 

little and often fills the purse. 

little boats must keep the shore. 

little dogs start the hare, but great ones catch it 

little goods, little care. 

little said is soon amended. 

little shame, little conscience, and much industry, will 

make a man rich, 
little sticks kindle a fire, but great ones put it out 
little wealth brings little trouble, 
live, and let live. 
Living upon trust is the way to pay doable. 
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Long life hath long miserj. 

Long looked for oobsm at lasi. 

Look hi^, md fiJl low« 

Look not a given horse in the ssovth. 

Loquacity storms the ear^ Imt modea^x ^^^ tha heart 

Lose ft leg rather than la£dk 

Lore and enyj make a man pine. 

Love and madness judge of things mvch alike. 

Lore eomea in at the nindow, «nd flies oat at the door. 

Loye does much, bat moneg^ does more. 

LoTe is wont rather to ascend than deseend. 

Love Myes more in cottages than coorta. 

Loye me littte, and loye me long, 

Loye me, loye my dog. 

Loye neyer desires a paitoer. 

Loye sees no faults. 

Loye will ereep wheva it eaanot go. 



Madam, I am to the ntmoat of my- power net yoore. 

Magistrates are to obey as weiU aa to exeenle laws. 

Maidens shoold be seen, and not heard. 

Maids make nmeh of one; good men aare searee* 

Maids want nothing bat hasbands» and then they want 

eyeiything. 
Make a model befiira thou boildest 
Make a yirtae of necessity. 
Make hay while the ami shines. 
Make not another^s shoes by yovr fiool. 
Make not fish of one, and flesh of another. 
Make not thy sail too big for the ballast. 
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Make not yonr sauce befon yon have eaught the fish. 

Make the best of a bad bargaitt. 

Make the young one squeak, and joall eatoh the old one. 

Malice hath a sharp si^^ and a strong memeiy. 

Manners and money ntake a gentleman. 

Many an honest man stands in need of help, that has not 

the face to beg it. 
Many can bear adversity, bat few e<»iteaipt. 
Many can pack the cards better than they ean play. 
Many drops of water will sink a shipw 
Many get into a dispute well that cannot gdt out well. 
Many hands make light work. 
Many haye come to a port after a stonn. 
Many kiss the hands they wish to see out off. 
Many make straig^ tilings crooked, but few the contrary. 
Many owe their fortunes to their enviera. 
Many strokes fell the oak. 
Many talk like philoso^ohers, and lire like fools. 
Many there be that buy nothing with their money but 

repentance. 
Many things fall out between the eop and the lip. 
Many words will not fill a bushel. 
Many would haye been worse» if their estates had been 

better. 
Mmftsh birdi are best. 
March grass neyer did good. 

Masters are mostly the greatest servants in the house. 
Masters should be sometimes bHnd, and sometimes deaf. 
Mean men admire wealth, great men g^ory. 
Measure not others- corfi by your own bushel. 
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Meat is mach ; but malice is more. 

Mediocrity is mean, and below an exalted spirit. 

Mere idleness can haye no excuse. 

Men apt to promise, are apt to forget. 

Men are more prone to revenge iignries, than to requite 

kindnesses. 
Men fear death, as children fear going in the dark. 
Men get wealth, and women keep it 
Men hate those they have hurt. 
Men like to talk of what they loye; 
Men may bear till their backs break. 
Men of business must not break their word twice. 
Men seek less to be instructed than applauded. 
Men that haye much business, must haye much pardon. 
Men's actions are not to be judged of at first sight 
Merry is the company till the reckoning comes. 
Meriy meet, merry part 

Millers need no noise, yet cannot grind without it 
Mirth and mischief are two things. 
Mirth and motion prolong life. 
Misfortunes make us wise. 
Misfortunes tell us what fortune is. 
Miareckoning is no payment 
Misunderstanding brings lies to town. 
Moderate riches will carry you; if you have more you must 

carry them. 
Moderate things are best 
Modesty is not bashfulness. 
Money cannot buy merit 
Money in purse will be always in fiishion. 
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Money is a sword, that can cat even the Gordian knot. 

Money is the best bait to fish for man with. 

Money is the sinew of loye, as well as of war. 

Money makes not so many true friends as real enemies. 

More credit may be thrown down in a moment than can be 

built in an age. 
More flies are taken with a drop of honey than a ton of 

Tinegar. 
More knaye than fooL 
More malice than matter. 
More than enough is too much. 
More than we use is more than we want, and a burthen to 

the bearer. 
More words than one to a bargain. 
Most men ciy, " Long live the conqueror.** 
Most men empby their first years so as to make their last 

miserable. . 
Most men worship the rising sun. 
Most of our evils come from our yices. 
Mouth dvility is no great pains, but may torn to good 

account 
Much bran, and little fiour. 
Much coin, much care. 
Much com lies in the chaff unseen. 
Much law, but little justice. 
Much praying, but no piety. 
Much religion, but no goodness. 
Much wit, much froth. 
Mustard is good sauce, but mirth is bertter. 
Must I tell you a tale, and find you ears too P 
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My cow gfit6B a good men of milk, and than kieks it down. 
My dame fidd her hens -wxtb more tiumka, and tkey laid to 

My mind to me a kingdom is. 

My money oomei in at the door, and fiiea out at the vindoir. 

My teeth are nearer to me than my kindred i& 

Nature gives parts and merit, but it's fortune titafc lorings 

them forth. 
Nature is beyond all teaching. 

Natural folly is bad enough; bnt learned folly ia intolezaUa. 
Kanght ia nevor in danger 

Necessity and opportunity may make a coward YB]^ant 
Necessity has no law. 
Necessity sharpens indnatij. 
Neglect will sooner kill an isivaej than revenge. 
Neither fish, nor flesh, nor good red herring. 
Neither griefs nor joys were ordered fat Mcate^^, 
Never a barrel, the better hemng. 
Never too old to learn what ia good. 
New brooms sweep clean. 
New dishes beget new appetites.. 
New grief awakens the old. 
New things are most looked at^ 
Next to no wife, a good wife is beat. 
Night is the mother of thought. 
Nightmgales can sing their own song bedst. 
Nip the briar in the bud. 
No autumn fruit without spring hlossomB. 
Nobody can stand in awe of himself too much. 
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Nobod/ hMkh too aniBh fraddnoe or virta«. 

N<»bo4y is willing to Mkaewledge he is in the fault 

No eanion wHl poison ft oiow. 

No cross, no crown. 

No cat to onkindnesa. 

No day passeth wiUioat something wo wish not. 

No dish pleases all pslates slika. 

No doors are shut against honest grey hairs. 

No feast like a miser's feast. 

No fine clothes can hide the fool or down. 

No flying from fate. 

No flying without wingSb 

No fool like the old fooL 

No gale can equally serve aU passMigers. 

No garden without its weeds. 

No glue will hold when the joint is bad. 

No good building without a good fbundaUon. 

No good workman without good tools. 

No happiness without holiness. 

No honest man gets an estate of a sudden. 

No larder, but hatii its mice. 

No longer blow, no longer btum. 

No longer pipe, no longer dance. 

No man can always stand his ground. 

No man can be happy without a Mend, nor be sure of his 

friend till he is unhappy. 
No man can guess in cold blood what he may do in a 

paasioxi. 
No man can like aU, or be liked of aU. 
No man is his craft's master the first day. 



Digitized by * 



68 PROVERBS. 



No man is the worse for knowing the worst of himself. 
No man knows himself till he hath tasted of both fortunes. 
No man should be a&aid to die, who hath understood what 

it is to liye. 
No man was made for sports and recreations. 
No man's religion oyer survives his morals. 
No matter what the vessel is, so the wine in it be good. 
No Willi, no meal. 
No pear without a stalk. 
No penny, no pardon. 
No receiver, no thiefl 
No religion but can boast of its martyrs. 
No resolutions of repentance hereafter can be sincere. 
No rose without a prickle. 
No smoke without some fire. 
No sunshine but hath some shadow. 
No sweet without some sweat. 
No time was ever suitable in all points. 
No vice but hath its patron. 
No viper so little but hath its venom. 
No wonder if he breaks his shins that walks in the dark. 
None but a wise man can employ leisure welL 
None can be good too soon. 
None can be wise and safe, but he that is honest. 
None hastens to that market where nothing is to be bought 

but blows. 
None is a fool always, every one sometimes. 
None is so wise, but the fool sometimes overtakes him. 
None knows what will happen to him before sunset. 
None 80 deaf as he that will not hear. 
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Nothing costs so much as what is giyen us. 
Nothing is so easy as to deceire one's self. 
Nothing is good, bat in its season. 
Nothing is good or bad, but by comparison. 
Nothing is ill that ends welL 
Nothing is onrs but time. 
Nothing is well said, or done, in a passion. 
Nothing yentore, nothing have. 
Nothing's impossible to a -willing mind. 
Not possession, bat ose, is the only riches. 
Not to have hope is the poorest of all things. 
Not to hear conscience, is the way to silence it. 
Not what is she, bat what has she. 
Now-a-days trath is the greatest news. 

Obedience is mach more seen in little things thi^n in great 

Of all crafts to an honest man, downright is the only craft 

Of idleness nerer comes any good. 

Offences generally oatw^h merits with great men. 

Offenders nerer pardon. 

Old birds are not caught with chaff. 

Old dogs bark not for nothing. 

Old foxes want no tntors. 

Old men and travellers may lie with authority. 

Old men are twice children. 

Old men go to death ; bat death comes to yoang men. 

Old men think themselves canning. 

Old reckonings make new quarrels. 

Old tlfiinks pay not for a new debt 

Old vessels must leak. 
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Old ▼omen's gold is Bot Mg^^ 

Once in ase, and ever after a eustonv 

Onoe taken is better than twiee giYea. 

One adversary maj do us more bamg tham a great axaiyr 

friends can do as good. 
One barking dog sets all the street * baridng. 
One beateth the bash, and another oatcheth the bird. 
One bird in the hand is worth two in the biuh* 
One cannot take true aim at things too high. 
One cloud is enough to edjpse all the son. 
One danger is seldom OToreoine vithont another. 
One day of pleasure is worth two of sorrow* 
One eye of the master's sees more than ten of the men's, 
pne fftvonr qualifies &r another. 
One good head is better than an hundred strong hands. 
One good tmte deserves another. 
One hair of a woman draws more than a team of oxen. 
One half of the world wonders how the other lives. 
One hour's sleftp before midnight is worth two after^ 
One hour to-day is worth two to-mosrow* 
One kindness is the price of another. 
One man may better steal a herse, than another look ever 

the hedge. 
One may be confuted, aDid yet net oonviikoed. 
One may hold one's tongue in an iU time. 
One may know your meaning by your^af^g. 
One may live and learn.. 

One may say too much even upon the best subject 
One may surfeit with too mnoh, as well as atarve with too 

little. 
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One may think tliat dares not speak. 

One niul driyes oat another. 

One neyer loses bj doing good ttuns. 

One outward dvility is enrrent pay for another. 

One pair of heels is worth two pair of hands. 

One saddle is enough for one horse. 

One shoulder of mutton driyes down another. 

One BwaUow makes no summer. 

One tale is good till another is told. 

One tongue is enough for two women. 

One trick needs a great many more to make it good. 

One might as well be out of the world, as be beloyed by 

nobody in it. 
One wrong step may giye you a great falL 
One year of joy, another of comfort; the rest of content, 

make the married life happy. 
Only that, which is honestly got, is gain. 
Opportunity makes the thief. 
Other men's ills are slightly regarded. 
Overdoing is doing nothing to the purpose. 
Oyer the greatest beauty hangs the greatest ruin. 
Our birth made us mortal, our death will make us 

immortaL 
Our common friends are but spies of our actions. 
Our desires may undo us. 
Our own opinion is neyer wrong. 
Our pleasures are mostly imagined, but our griefs reaL 
Our time is yery short, but the time of doing good is much 

shorter. 
Our whole life is but a greater and longer childhood. 
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Out of debt, oat of dangMp. 

Out of Bight, out of mind. 

Out of the frying-pan inip the^fln^ 

Fain is forgotten vImii gaia eeinteftk. 

Pain is more affecting than pl^Miirck 

Pardoning the bad is a^jqxing ^ goa4« 

Past labonr is pleasant 

Passion and DeliberatioA never- set tibeur honi^ togiether. 

Passion maketh man abeafffc» bujb ifw maketh ]kum voxs^. 

Patience and appUJcatioQ viU ewfxjj^ iifaoj^,. 

Patience grows not in ereyy geotdeou. 

Patience, money, and time, bring all things U^ pi|9B» 

Patience proyoked totns to.fiiJQr^ 

Penitence and Innooenod are neav xdalions^ 

Penny come quick soon makes twopeacai 

Penny wise and pound looiLoh. 

Perfect loye never settled in a light headL 

Perhaps you may have such bvoth sisntyou aayou wfflnoltlike. 

Pheasants are fools, if they myite ^lehawk to cHnner. 

Pigeons are taken, when, orowa^fly- attpleasure^ 

Pity cureth envy. 

Plain dealing is a jewel, but they that wear it aie &aii of 

fashion. 
Plants too often removed will not thziiw. 
Play may be good, but folly can neyer be of any use. 
Pleasant disoouxses make shost dagr andaighft. 
Pleasant hours fly taaL 
Pleasure tasteth well after service. 
Policy may be virtaoii8« as well as viinoiUL 
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^oor folks miist tay, ** Thainit ye,** te s ItfeOai 

Poor men seek meat for their tAaoambip zkb men 
Ibr tbtfir mMt. 

Positiye men err most of anj men. 

Possession is eleven ppintff el tlia fitm 

Possibilities ttre infiute. 

Poverty bceakg ooTenants^ 

Poverty is an evil counsellor. 

Poverty is a friend to heallh. 

Poverty trieth frieiMb. 

Praise is always plea«mt». 

Praise makes good men bettery.aQd bad nsea TfottM^ 

Praise not the day befbre idlg^t. 

Praise not the ford, till you are safe over. 

Praises from an enemy imply real merit. 

Prayer should be the key of the dag^and tb« loek of tka 
night. 

Precious things are not found in heaps. 

PtMomption first Uindv s man^ and then sefo him s 

running. 
Prettiness is short lived. 
Prevention is much prefevable to ouve. 
Pride and poverty ate ill met» yet ofiien teeib togetibkei; 
Pride feels no frost. 
Pride goes before, shame follows after; 
Pride in prosperity turns to misery in advefsitgr. 
Pride is the sworn enemy to comtont. 
Pride is to be feared, even in good aotloasy 
Pride loves no man, and is beloved of no man. 
Pride scorns the vulgar, yet Hes at ite likutey^ 
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Pride seldom leaves its master irithoat a fall. 

Promised relief is always welcome. 

Promises may get friends, but *tis performances that keep 

them. 
Prospect is often better than possession. 
Prosperity and vanity are often lodged together. 
Prosperity gets followers, bat adversity distLngnishes them. 
Prosperity has everything cheap. 
Prosperity knows not the worth of patience. 
Prosperous men seldom mend their CEiults. 
Proud men can't bear with pride in others. 
Providence is better than rent. 
Providence seems to have forgot the man to whom it sends 

but few friends. 
Prudence is not satisfied with May-he^s. 
Prudent pauses forward business. 
Put a poor man's penny, and a rich man's penny, into a 

purse, and theylL come out aUke. 
Put another man's child into your bosom, and hell creep 

out at your sleeves. 

Quarrelling dogs come halting home. 

Quarrels could not last long, were but prudence on one side. 

Quick and nimble; more like a bear than a squirrel. 

Quick at meat, quick at work. 

Quick landlords make carefal tenants. 

Quick wits are generally conceited. 

Quiet persons are welcome eveiywhere. 

Bagged colts may make fine horses. 

__ 1 
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Bash presumption is a ladder, which will break the mounter's 

neck. 
Bashness is not valour. 
Baw leather will stretch* 
Beason is a firm foundation to build upon. 
Bebokes ought not to have a grain of salt more than of 

sugar. « 

Begnlate thy own passions, and bear those of others. 
Beligion is the best armour in the world, but the worst 

cloak. 
Bemember the reckoning. 
Bemembering of old iiiguries invites new ones. 
Bemove an old tree, and you'll kill it 
Bepentance is the whip for fools. 
Bepent of a good action, if you can. 
Beputation is commonly measured by the acre. 
Beputation serves to virtue, as light does to a picture. 
Beproof never does a wise man any harm. 
Bevenge never repaits an injury. 

Bich men, and fortunate men, have need of much prudence. 
Bich men feel misfortunes that fly over poor men's heads. 
Bich men have often the hearts of poor men. 
Biches abuse them who know not how to use them. 
Biches alone make no man happy. 
Biches are gotten with pain, kept with care, and lost with 

grief. 
Biches may at any time be left, but not poverty. 
Biches well got and well used, are a great blessing. 
Bide BofUy, that you may get home the sooner. 
Bight reckoning makes long fHends. 



Bob Peter to pay Paul 
BoUing Btonee gather no moss. 
Eome vafl not btiilt in a day. 

Baanfloe AQttl^ hevt upon ^Y9tj altar. 

Sadness and gladness succeed each other. 

Salt spil^ ia saidom oiean takaa up. 

5atii»8 nui liMrt«r t)um panAgyiios. 

Saving is getting. 

Sauce for a goose is sauce for a gander. 

Say not ill of the yfl*r till it ha past. 

Scald not thy lips with aootibAr aaan'a pomdga. 

Scandal will rub out Uke dirt whaa it is 417. 

Sceptres and suiters hat# 09ittP#titorB. 

Scorning is ciiitf>himg. 

Search not II wowid too deep, kst thou make a hbw ooa. 

Search not for a good xxtan's pedigreo* 

Seek not to reform eyery one's dial by your wateh. 

Seek titt you fl»d| fkodyonll not loaa yovr lalwur. 

Self do, self hvro. 

Self-exaltation in tbe Ibol's paradise^ 

Self-preservatioa is xiato3»'a first law. 

Send a fool to market, and a fpol bell vetoni. 

9ead not to market £Mr trouble. 

Servants will not be diligent, where the master's negligent. 

Serving one's own pastiooa is the greatest slavery* 

Set a beggar qu horseback, and he'll ride to the devil. 

Set a thief to catoh a (hiet 

Set not your loaf in till the oven'a hot 
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Seven hour's sleep wiU make a doWn fefjgtdt bit design. 

Shall the ^oslilif leMlk tfa« goose to liwiM. 

Shallow wits censure eyei^thSng that Is beyond their 4xipitk, 

Sharp rtemadm mAh Hheti devotkik 

She hath less beauty than her pietof^ %alh» Wkd ttnly tu>t 

maoh more wit 
She is as quiet as a wai^ in xkie*9 «tf. 
She spins a good thread, that brings up h«^ danghtof irell. 
She that gazes much, spins not much. 
She that hath spice enough, may season IM thd likifB^ 
She, that is bom a beauty, is half manfed^ 
Ships fear fire more ihsli Watef . 
Short and sweet. 
Short i^Aasuret, lo<ig )»ain& 
Short reckonings are soon cleared. 
Sickness is better than sa^es*^ 
Sickness is felt, but health not st all. 
Sickness teOs ttt What #e sr^ 
Silent men, likd still iraters, txe deep and ijk&itirQitAk 
Silence gives consent. 
Silence is a good receipt ligsiiist stieh fkilltti &6 ^aanf oftus^ 

offence. 
Silence is wisdom, when speaking is fdOfi 
Silence seldom hurts. 
Silks and satins put out thd kiich^ CM. 
Since you wronged me, ftfi^ ttdver had a gi6od thdtigfat of me. 
Si)(L is sin, irbethdr it bd s^te 6t my. 
Sins and debts are always more than we think ^kSSA to be. 
Sit firm in thy place, and kon^ can %vH ihi^ 
Skill is no burthen. 
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Slander flings stones at itself. 

Sleeping all the morning makes it night till noon. 

Sluggards axe never great scholars. 

Small fatdts indulged are little thioYes, that let in greater. 

Small rain lays a great dust. 

Small wounds, if many, may be mortal. 

So many countries, so many customs. 

So many men, so many minds. 

Soft words are hard arguments. 

Soft words break no bones. 

Soldiers in peace, are chimneys in summer. 

Solitude makes us lore ourselyes, conversation others. 

Some are very busy, and yet do nothing. 

Some had rather guess at much, than take pains to hear a 

litUe. 
Some injure all they fear, and hate all they injure. 
Some men's "No" is better received than others ** Yea." 
Some that speak no ill of any, do no good to any. 
Some wits can digest before others can chew. 
Something hath some savour. 
Sometimes it costs a great deal to do mischiet 
Soon got, soon spent. 
Soon ripe, soon rotten. 
Sorrow is good for nothing but sin. 
Sour grapes can ne'er make sweet wine. 
Sow good works, and thou shalt reap gladness. 
Spaniels that fawn when beaten, will never forsake their 

roasters. ^ 

Spare the rod, and spoil the child. 
Spare your breath to cool your broth. 
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Speak when you axe spoke to ; come when yon are called. 

Speedy execntion is the mother of good fortune. 

Spilt wine is worse than water. 

Standers-by see more than the gamesters. 

Stars are not seen by sanshine. 

Step after step the ladder is ascended. 

Steer not after eyery mariner's direction. 

Stop a little to make an end the sooner. 

Strike while the iron is hot. 

Striking, and not making it felt, is anger lost. 

Strive not against the stream. 

Stady sickness while yon are well. 

Stumbling often, is a sign of falling quite. 

Success is never blamed. 

Such a beginning, such an ending. 

Such a father, such a son. 

Such a welcome, such a farewell 

Such as the tree, such is the fhiit. 

Sudden friendship, sure repentance. 

Sudden joy kills sooner than excessive grief. 

Suffering for a Mend doubleth the Mendship. 

Surgeons cut that they may cure. 

Surgeons must have an eagle's eye, a lion's heart, and a 

lady's hand. 
Suspicion may be no fault, but showing it may be a great one. 
Sweep before your own door. 
Sweet meats must have sour sauce. 

Tailors and writers must mind the fashion. 
Take all, and pay the baker. 
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Take away taA, and yoa take Mmy fiM. 

Take away my goocLttame, and take away tny fiR>. 

Take heed you find not what yon do not teek. 

Take hold of a good minnte. 

Take time, while time is, for 1am« irHl tt^hf. 

Take yonr yenture, as mtiny a good ship Itatii -^t^^ 

Talking pays no toIL 

Talk much, and err mnch. 

Tarry long brings little home. 

Teach yonr grannnm to snck eggs. 

Tell money after your own mother. 

Tell it well, or say nothing. 

That cake came ont o^ my ov^itu 

That falls ont sometimes in a day, "Moh. Yiever M t>nt 

before. 
That fish will soon be canght, that nibbles tA eveiy ba!t. 
That grief is light, which is capable of counsel. 
That is a weak staff to trust to. 

That is but an empty purse, that is Ml of other fblksmoitey. 
That is no easy pill to be swallowed. 
That is not ours, that Ifi ^ot by nnlawM meani. 
That is the bird that I would catch. 
That is the bitterness of a giit^ that it deprires tks t>f our 

liberty. 
That is the old tune upon the bagpipe. 
That is true, which all men say. 
That is well spoken, which is wdH taken. 
That mischief comes justly, that is of your own seeking. 
That patient is not like to recover, who mdkes the doctor 

his heir. 
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That penny's weU tpmit tint ntw a groat. 

That trial is not &if, wIm» aflbatloa ia iaflgs. 

That war <m|y ii juat, wldoh ia neemiiry* 

That which a man caoBes to ha done, fat do6a hnnnl£ 

That which is htadia tha hoiie,wJli nsMt he ^nt of the 

flesh. 
That which is easilj done, is toon hdured. 
That which ia oae man's ineat> is another man's poiacm* 
That which is well done, is tviee dona. 
That wlneh m^ ftn OTt at «ay thne, may ihii ent to-da J. 
That which ftoves too aomoh, ^pntm nothing. 
That which we may liye without, we need not much «e?et 
That which will not he hnttar, aavat be made lato cheessw 
That which you sow, fou most veap. 
The aheant party ii atm ihaity. 
The absurd Tulgar tastes all things by the ear. 
The anyil fears no bloim. 
rhe applaBsa of the people is a Uaat of air. 
l!he army that eomaa off best, loses aoaoa. 
The axe goes to that wood, where it borrowed its helva 
The back-door robbeth the home. 
The bait hides the hodc 
The balance will decide the matter. 
The best cart may orartfarOw* 
The best doth may hare a motii a it. 
The best fish swim deep* 
The best is the best cheap. 
The best things are hard to amaS hy« 
The better day, the batter 4ead. 
The better-natured, the socmer \ 
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The black ox nerer yet trod upon your feet. 

The bonghs that bear most, hang lowest. 

The brightest of all things, the sun, hath its spots^ 

The burnt child dreads the fire. 

The bu£fy brain that sows not com, sows thistles. 

The cart before the horse. 

The cat sees not every mouse. 

The chamber of sickness is the chapel of devotion. 

The cheap buyer takes bad meat. 

The chickens are the country's, but the dty eats them. 

The church is out of temper when charity waxeth cold and 

zeal hot. 
The coin that is most current among us, is flattery. 
The collier and his money are both black. 
The complaints of the present times is the general complaint 

of all times. 
The crow thinks her own bird fidrest 
The day of our birth is one day's advance towards our death. 
The dearer it is, the cheaper it is to me; for I shall buy the 

less. 
The death of youth is a shipwreck. 
The discreet hand doth not do all that the tongue says. 
The dust raised by the sheep, does not choke the wolf. 
The early sower never borrows of the late. 
The earth produces all things, and receives all again. 
The ebb will fetch off what the tide brings in. 
The end makes all equaL 

The end of passion is the beginning of repentance. 
The eternal talker neither hears nor leams. 
The evening crowns the day. 
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The eye is the pearl of the &ce. 

The eye, that sees all things else, sees not itselt 

The eyes, the ears, the tongae, the hands, the &et, they aU 

fast in their way. 
The exposition is hotter than the text. 
The fano^ should giye leave to the tongae to speak. 
The fairest-looking shoe may pinch the foot. 
The fairest rose at last is withered. 
The fayotir of great men, and praise of the world, are not 

much to he reH^ on. 
The first hreath is the heginning of death. 
The first dish pleaseth all. 
The first fanlts are theirs that commit them; the second 

theirs that permit them. 
The first men in the world were a gardener, a ploughman, a 

grazier. 
The first step to Tirtne is to love firtae in another man. 
The first step towards virtue is to abstain firom vice. 
The fish may be caught in a net, that will not come to a 

hook 
The fool is busy in evezyone's business but his own. 
The fool saith, *< Who would have thought it?" 
The foot on the cradle ; the hands on the distaff. 
The fox may grow grey, but never good. 
The fox praiseth the meat out of the crow's mouth. 
The frair preached against theft when he had a goose in his 

sleeve. 
The frost hurts not weeds. 

The frying-pan said to the kettle, *<Avaunt, black brows." 
The further you run, the ftirther you are behind. 
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The generous man pays for nothing sa omeh. «| iHbim^ J9 

given hiab. 
Xke jeldeBL ago. n^iMr wbm ih» pmwnt «gQ« 
The good man of the house is the last that teont ullat's 

done at home. 
The grey mam ifttfwhsfcter KoaiSb 
The grave is thageneiai SMetng^plftMi. 
The great and the little haT» aieed oi on» wm^Aksi *> 
The gseatast hia£oe8» of Ufe^iit to^ pr«pa«« liMr ieai&. 
The greatest favourites are in the most cf^ogev of lUlAAgc 
The greatest hate SipEings fiH>m the g^reatenK lever 
The greatest mischief you can do tb# 6Bvioiai| it to ia weU. 
The greatest oalm hsinfr be(^ littiie, aooms^ 
The greatest sounds are not the best mane» 
The gre«to0t wealth is ooatentoaeQt vij^ a litil€w 
The guilty man fears the law, the innocent man fQ^tswei. 
The h«re itaBits when a «iftn leiuit espeets' it. 
The highec a poor man isivaisd4 the giddier he ia^ 
The higher^ the lowes; and the «ion» aivaaced*. tba vmw 

humble. 
The hindermost dogeatehsth the. have*. 
The horse next the.miUl oamss all the^anst 
The idle mill earns nothing. 
The jewel is not to be viJued to the eabinalM 
The last beneflt is most i!emfim]>erf^ 
The lAst evil smarts mostk 
The lazy servant, to save one step, goes eight 
The least and weakest man can do Some hurt» 
The lessee the temptation^ thegi^eater.tiieBi|i» 
The longest day must have ao endk 



Digitized 



by Google 



FHOVEMBS. in 

The longest life ia bnt a paceeL U wuami^)/^ 

The low Btake» ataad k>B0L 

The lower miUhStone grikidft w mwk «•> the ly^pec oiic^. 

The lion's not half ao fioree m. he is painted* 

The lion's skin is never cheqpi 

The majntainfny of one yioa ooi^betliL ima» then ^ yi^rtUies. 

The master's eye maJcee the hoaae fa^t 

The memory of a boaefit aeoq vani^heth^, hat the r^^iem- 

hrance of an ii^ury sticketh fast in the heart.. 
The memory of happineea malte*: mke^ woefoL 
The mill cannot grind with the wates that is past*. 
The. mob has many heacU, buA no brains. 
The moon is a moo« stitti whetboi it shine or not. 
The moon is made of green cheese. 
Themoie acqoaintttnoe, the more danger. 
The more cooks, the worse broth. 
The more danger, tbe. nuwe honpiir; 
The more friends, the mo^. dang^r^ 
The more haste, the worse speed. 
The more knave, the bettev lbiFtfine» 
The more laws, the moite offenders^ 
The more riches a fool hath, the greajter fool he is. 
The more, the merrier ; the fewer,^ the better oheer. 
The more wit, the leas eoorage. 

The motions of passion» a»d of eonscienee, axe two things. 
The mountains have brought ftsmih amonse. 
The muses love the morning. 
The nature of things will not be altered by our fancies of 

them. 
The nearer the ohuirdx, the farther from God. I 
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The noblest remedy of uguries is obliTion. 

The old horse must die in somebody's keeping. 

The old woman would never haye looked for her daughter 
in the oven, had she not been there herselfl 

The older a fool is, the worse he is. 

The only way to know and to serve God is to be like Him. 

The ox when he is weary, treads surest. 

The passions are like fbre and water; good servants, but bad 
masters* 

The patient hath more need of the physician than the phy- 
sician of the patient. 

The people will worship even a calf, if it be a golden one. 

The pitcher that goes often to the well, comes home broken 
at last. 

The pleasure of this world consists in having necessaries, 
not superfluities. 

The plough goes not well if the ploughman hold it not. 

The poor man's penny, unjustly detained, is a coal of fire in 
a rich man's purse. 

The poor man's shilling is but a penny. 

The present fashion is always handsome. 

The reward of unlawM pleasure is lawful pain. 

The prodigal robs his heir, the miser himseH 

The proof of a pudding is in the eating. 

The proudest vice is ashamed to wear its own face long. 

The purest gold is most ductile. 

The race is got by running. 

The reward of love, is jealousy. 

The rich need not beg a welcome. 

The rich poor man is emphatically poor. 
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The righteous find peaee^ when the iricked feek tonnent. 

The road is not had, if I get home welL 

The sea refuses no riyer. 

The second yiee is lying, the first heing that of owing money. 

The sign incites you in, hut your money nrast redeem you 

out. 
The singing man keeps his shop in his throat. 
The sluggard's convenient season neyer comes. 
The smaller the drink, the cooler the Uood, and the clearer 

the head. 
The smallness of the kitchen makes the house the higger. 
The smoke of one's own honse, is hetter than the fire at 

another's. 
The society of ladies is a school of politeness. 
The soul is not where it liyes, hut where it loyes. 
The soul payeth soundly for house-room in the hody. 
The sting of a reproach is the truth of it^ 
The stone that Ueth not in your way^ need not offend you. 
The sun can he seen hy nothing hut its own light. 
The swan sings, when death comes. 
The sweetest wine makes the sharpest yinegar. 
The tale runs, as it pleases the teller. 
The taste of the kitchen is hetter than the smelL 
The thought has good wings, and the quill a good tongue. 
The time to come is no more ours than the time past. 
The tongue of idle persons is neyer idle. 
The tongue talks at the head's cost 
The two principal things are wisdom and health. 
The very hest men stand in need oi pardofir 
The unfortunate are counted fools. 
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The nsefnUeBt truths are the plainest. 

The way to ayoid great fanlts is to beware of less. 

The way to be safe is never to be secure. 

The way to live much is to begin to live well betimes. 

The weakest go to the wall. 

The wearer only knows where the shoe hurts him. 

The whole ocean is made up of single drops. 

The wife is the key of the house. 

The wind blows not always west. 

The wind that blows out candles kindles the fire. 

The wise man, even when he holds his tongue, says more 

than the fool when he speaks. 
The world is a ladder for some to go up, and some down. 
The world is a net ; the more we stir in it, the more we are 

entangled. 
The world would perish were all men learned. 
The worse luck now, the better another time. 
The worst of men are those who will not forgive. 
There are many rare abilities in the world, which fortune 

never brings to light. 
There are more ways to the wood than one. 
There belong^ more than whistling to a ploughman. 
There could be no great ones, if there were no little ones. 
There is a bone for you to pick. 
There is a critical minute for aU things. 
There is a remedy for everything, could we but hit upon it. 
There is a scarcity of friendship, but none of friends. 
There is a Rowland for your Oliver, 
There is a snake in the grass. 
There is a time to wink, as well as to see. 
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There is a witness everywhere. 

There is hut bad choice, where the whole stock is had. 

There is no companion like the penny. 

There is difference between living long and suffering long. 

There is little due to pleasure, but much to health. 

There is more pleasure in loying, than in being beloved. 

There is no better loolsing-glass than an old friend. 

There is no man so bad, hut has a secret respect for the 

good. 
There is no plea for the wilfhl. 

There is no pot so ugly, that a cover cannot be found for it 
There is no relying on a starry sky. 
There is no short cut of a way, without some ill way. 
There is no such flatterer as a man's self. 
There is no usual rule without an exception. 
There is no wool so white, hut a dyer can make it black. 
There is none so simple, but can give counsel. 
There is nothing more precious than time, and nothing more 

prodigally wasted. 
There is some virtue or other to he exercised whatever 

happens. 
There must be two at least to a quarrel. 
There needs a long apprenticeship to understand the mystery 

of the world's trade. 
They agree like bells ; they want nothing but hanging. 
They are hand and glove. 
They are rich who have true friends. 
They are so like, that both are the worse for it. 
They cannot set their horses together. 
They hurt themselves, that wrong others. 
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They most hunger in winter, thai will not work in summer. 

They need much, whom nothing will content. 

They seldom Hve well, who think they shall live long^ 

They that are hound, must ohey. 

They that huy an office must sell something. 

They that command the most, eqjoy-themselyea the least. 

They that desire but a few things, can he crossed but in 

fSBW. 

They that do nothing, learn to do ilL 

They that hide can find. 

Th^ that Uve longest, must die at last. 

They that value not praise, will never do anything worthy 
of praise. 

They who cannot do as they would, must do as they can. 

Things above thy height are to b« looked at, not reached at. 

Things not understood are admired. 

Things that differ in the end will part in the way. 

Think of thy deliveranee, as well as of thy danger. 

This day is yours, but whose shall to-morrow b^. 

This, or any moinent, may be your last. 

Though love is blind, yet 'tis not for want of eyes. 

Though the sauce be good, yet you need not forsake th^ 
meat for it. 

Though the sun shines, take you doak. 

Those are miserable pleasures that must end in pain. 

Those see nothing but faults, that seek for nothing else. 

Those that are always angiy, are little regarded. 

Those that complain of every thing, never want the head- 
ache. 

Those that have much business, must have much pardon. 
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Those that make the best use of their tiine, have none to 

spare. 
Thou canst not fly high with borrowed wings. 
Threatened folks liye long. 

Three are too many to keep a secret, and too few to be merry. 
Three may keep counsel, if two be away. 
Thrift is the philosopher's stone. 
Throw not stones at thine own window. 
Till death, all is life. 
Time and straw ripen median. 
Time and thought tame the greatest griel 
Time and tide tany Jor no man. 
Time and words can't be recalled. 
Time derours all things. 
Time is the rider that breaks in youth. 
Time past may be repented, but can neyer be recalled. 
Timely blossom, timely fruit. 
'Tis a good ill that comes alone. 
'Tis a sign of an ill cause to rail ait your adversary. 
'Tis a wicked world, and we make part of it. 
'Tis almost as easy to find a true diamond as a true friend. 
'Tis better to suffer wrong than do it. 
'Tis comparison that makes men happy or miserable. 
'Tis easy to Ml into a trap, but hard to get out again. 
'Tis easier to bear unkindnesses than affronts. 
'Tis easier to know how to speak, than how to be silent. 
'Tis generous to bear an injury, but dangerous to requite it. 
'Tis good riding in a safe harbour. 
'Tis harder to unlearn than learn. 
'Tis late e'er an old man comes to know he is old. 
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'Tis money that begets money. 

'Tis more your goodness than my desert. 

'Tis not eyery question that deserves an answer. 

Tis not prating, but working that brings in the harvest 

'Tis not the action, but the intention, that is good or bad. 

'Tis not the matter, but the mind. 

'Tis not your posterity, but your actions that will perpetuate 

your memory. 
'Tis perseverance that prevails. 
'Tis pride, and not nature, that craves much. 
'Tis self-conceit that makes opinion obstinate. 
'Tis skill, not strength, that governs a ship. 
'Tis the early bird that catcheth the worm. 
'Tis the last feather that breakes the horse's back. 
'Tis the men, not the houses, that make the city. 
'Tis time, conversation, and business, that discovers what a 

man is. 
To a mortal man no evil is immortal. 
To a wise man living is thinking. 
To be employed in useless things, is half to be idle. 
To be virtuous, is to do good, and to do it well. 
To beg a courtesy is to sell one's liberty. 
To believe a business impossible, is the way to make it so. 
To cast oil into the fire is not the way to quench it. 
To catch a Tartar. 
To command many will cost much. 
To continue good amongst ill men, that's the point. 
To-day is yesterday's pupil 
To-day me, to-morrow thee. 
To escape the rocks, and perish in the sands. 
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To fiiYonr theill ig to injure the good. 

To feather one's own nest 

To fish with a herring, and catch a sprat. 

To get oat of one mire to run into another. 

To give a reason for fancy, were to weigh the fire and measure 

the wind. 
To go against reason and conscience, is to rebel against God 

To go through fire and water, to serve a friend. 

To grease a fat sow. 

To him that has a bad taste, sweet is bitter. 

To him that wills, ways are seldom wanting. 

To him that you tell your secret, you resign your liberty. 

To hit the nail on the head. 

To hold one's nose to the grindstone. 

To hold with the hare, and run with the hounds. 

To loll two birds with one stone. 

To leave all at sixes and sevens. 

To leave no stone unturned. 

To live is not to spend or waste time, but to employ it. 

To make a bolt or a shaft of it. 

To make a man valiant, abuse him lustily. 

To make a mountain of a mole-hilL 

To make white black, and black white. 

To-morrow a new scene of things may open. 

To nourish a viper in one's bosom. 

To overcome pleasure is the greatest pleasure. 

To pay one in one's own coin. 

To put new handles to an old pot. 

To row one way, and look another. 
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To run the wild-goose chase. 

To see may he easy; hut to foresee, that is the fine thing. 

To seek a needle in a hottle of hay. 

To set up a sail to every wind. 

To spare at the spiggot, and let run out at the hong-hole. 

To strain at a gnat, and swallow a cameL 

To stroke with one hand, and stah with the other. 

To take from the right hand, and giye to the left. 

To take the wrong sow hy the ear. 

To talk without thinking is to shoot without aiming. 

To throw the house out of the window. 

To win the horse or lose the saddle. 

Too great and sudden changes, though for the hetter, lure 

not easily home. 
Too late to grieye, when the chance is past. 
Too much care may he as had as downright negligence. 
Too much consulting confounds. 
Too much familiarity hreeds contempt. 
Too much fear cuts all the nerres asunder. 
Too much of one thing is good for nothing. 
Too much praise is a hurthen. 
Too much spoileth, too little is nothing. 
Trade is the mother of money. 
Travel makes a wise man hotter, hut a fool worse. 
Trouhles are the only trials. 
Troy was not taken in a day. 
True hlue will neyer stain. 
True Jests do the greatest execution. 
True magnanimity does not consist so much in undertaking 

difficult things, as enduring evils. 
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True smeerity sends for no witness. 

True yaloor knows as well how to suffer as to act. 

Trust him no further than you oan throw him. 

Trust me, but look to thyselC 

Trust not to a broken staff. 

Trust thyself only, and another shall not betray thee. 

Truth and honesty have no need of loud protestations. 

Troth and matter of fiust have no answers. 

Truth fears no tziaL 

Truth finds foes, where it should find none. 

Truth hath always a sure bottom. 

Truth lieth deep, and must be fetched up at leisure. 

Truth may be blamed, but cannot be shamed. 

Truth never grows old. 

Truth will be uppermost, one time or other. 

Try whether the ice will bear, before thou venturest upon it. 

'Twas fear that first put on arms. 

'Twere better my enemy envy me, than I him. 

Two eyes may see more than one. 

Two faces under one hood. 

Two of a trade seldom agree. 

Two Sir Positives oan scarce meet without a skirmish. 

Two things a man should never be angiy at^ what he can 

help, and what he cannot help. 
Two to one in all things against the angry man. 
'Twould make even a fly laugh. 

Unbidden guests know not where to sit down. 
Under the flowers are thorns. 
Unexperienced men think aU things easy. 
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Uzgast gains may be sweet in the mouth, bat will be bitter 

in the bellj. 
Unkindness has no remedy at law. 
Unpleasing enrors are never so welcome as pleasing fUse- 

hoods. 
Unseasonable kindness gets no thanks. 
Upbraiding turns a benefit into an ix^ury. 
Use pastime, so as not to lose time. 
Use the means, and trust to God for the blessing. 

Vain glory blossoms but never bears. 

Valour would fight, but discretion would run away. 

Vanity will prove vexation. 

Venture thy opinion, but not thyself for thy opinion. 

Vexation is rather taken than given. 

Vice is its own punishment, and sometimes its own cure. 

Vice makes virtue shine. 

Vice often rides triumphant in virtue's chariot 

Vices are learned without a master. 

Virtue and happiness are but two names for the same 

thing. 
Virtue has never been the prevailing fashion. 
Virtue dwells not in the tongue, but in the heart 
Virtue is a man's both guard and glory. 
Virtue is not secure againnt envy. 
Virtue js praised by all, but practised by £bw. 
Virtue is the only ground for fiiendship to be built upon. 
Virtue is tied to no degrees of men. 
Virtue may be overclouded a while, but 'twill shine at the 

last 



Digitized 



by Google 



PROVERBS. 87 



Yirtae's paths are first ragged, then pleasant. 
Yirtnes all agree, hut vices fight one another. 

Want of care does ns no more damage than want of know- 
ledge. 

War is death's feast. 

Wary is the word. 

Wasps haunt the honey-pot 

Waste makes want. 

We are horn crying, Hre complaining, and die disappointed. 

We are hound to he honest, hut not to he rich. 

We are ever young enough to sin ; never old enough to 
repent. 

We are more mindM of izguries than henefits. 

We are not so sensihle of the greatest health, as of the least 
sickness. 

We can Hve without our friends, hut not without our neigh- 
hours. 

We cany our greatest enemies within us. 

We desire hut one feather out of your goose. 

We easily forget our faults when nohody knows them. 

We hate delay ; yet it makes us wise. 

We have all forgot more than we rememher. 

We may he good in every condition. 

We must lie down, and cry " God help us,** 

We never know the worth of water till the well is dry. 

We seldom find out that we are flattered. 

We shaU lie all alike in our graves. 

We should play to live, not live to play. 

We should puhlish our joys, and conceal our griefii. 
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Weak things united become strong. 

Wealth and content do not always live together. 

Wealth is best known bj want. 

Weeds want no sowing. 

Weigh rights and sell dear. 

Weight, measure, and tale, take away stzife. 

Welcome is the best cheer. 

Well may he stamble that chooses a stony wB^r. 

What a day may bring a day may take away. 

What belongs to the pnblio is nobody's property. 

What cannot be altered must be borne, not blamed. 

What Cometh by kind costeth nothing. 

What costs little is less esteemed. 

Whatever wants, pleasure and vanity mast be had. 

Whatever we cannot help is our misfortune, not our fault 

What has been, may be. 

What is a great estate good for, if it brings meluicholy f 

What is a workman without tools ? 

What is the use of patience, if we cannot find it when we 

want it? 
What may be done at any thne will be done at no time. 
What reason and endeavour cannot bring about, often time 

will. 
What's a sun-dial in the shade good for? 
What's an estate good for, if it cannot buy content ? 
What's mine, is my own ; what's my brother's, is his and 

mine. 
What's my turn to-day may be thine to-morrow. 
What's sowed in youth, wiU be reaped in age. 
Whatsoever time does, it undoes. 
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What tlie eye sees not, the heart roes not. 

What the heart thinketh, the tongae is^eaketh. 

Wheat is not to he gathaced in the Uader hut in the 

ear. 
When a fox preaches, beware the geese. 
When a man grows angry his reason rides ont 
When a man is set upon his own rain, *tis in Tflin to reason 

with him. 
When a man repeats a promise again and again, he means 

to fail yon. 
When a man's coat is threadbare, it is an eatfy tiling to pick 

a hole in it. 
When a thing is done, advice comes too late. 
When all is gone, repentance comes too late. 
When fortune fiEtwneth, she biletb ; when she is angry she 

woundsth« 
When fortune smiles, embrace her; 
When gold speaks, you may even h(dd your tongue» 
When Tnastiflfh fight, little curs will bark. 
When passion entereth at the foregate,. wisdom goeth out of 

the postern. 
When poverty comes in at the door; love cre^s out at the 

window. 
Wlien sharpers pr^ i^on one another, there's no game 

abroad. 
When sorrow i» asleep, wake it not. 
When the barn's foil, you may thresh before the door. 
When the demand is a jest, the answer is a scoff. 
When the fox could not reach tb» grapes, he cried, thegr are 

sour. 
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When the frog and the mouse would take up the quarrel, 

the kite decided it. 
When the good man is abroad, the good woman's table is 

soon spread. 
When the heart is a-fiie, some sparks wiU fly out of the 

mouth. 
When the hop grows high, it must haye a pole. 
When the mutton's going, it is good to take a shoe. 
When the next house is a-fire, it is high time to look to thy 

own. 
When the pot boils over, it cooleth itself. 
When the soul is embittered, nothing is sweet. 
When the steed is stole, you shut the stable door. 
When the snn is highest, he casts the least shadow. 
When the wine is in, the wit is out. 
When there is but little bread, cut first if you can. 
When ware is liked it is half sold. 

When we are pleased ourselyes, we begin to please others. 
When we commend good actions, we make them in somo 

measure our own. 
When wine sinks, words swim. 
When you are good to others you are best to yourself 
When you die your trumpeter will be buried. 
When you" have counted your cards, you'll find you have 

little left. 
When you have no observers, be afraid of yoursell 
When you have made me shuffle the cards, then truly you'll 

not play. 
Where bad's the best, bad must be the choice. 
Where bees are, there is honey. 
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Where eonteot ia, there is a feast 

Where caziosily is not the purveyor, detraction will soon be 

starred. 
Wherever we meet misery, we owe pity. 
Where its weakest, there the thread breakeih. 
Where knaves fall out honest men come by their own. 
Where necessity pinches, boldness is pmdence. 
Where no firalt is, there needs no punishment. 
Where nothing is, nothing can be had. 
Where one door is shnt, another is open. 
Where passion is high, there reason is low. 
Where something is fonnd, there look again. 
Wheresoever we live well, that is onr conntry. 
Where the dam leaps over, the kid follows. 
Where the heart is past hope, the face is past shame. 
Where the hedge is lowest, men leap over. 
Where the knot is loose, the stiing slippeth. 
Where the river is deepest it ranneth qoietest 
Where the will is ready the feet are light 
Where there are reeds, there is water. 
Where there is much love, there is mnch mistake. 
Where there is no love, all are faults. 
Where villainy goes before, vengeance follows after. 
Where we least think, there goes the hare away. 
While the grass grows the steed starves. 
While there is life there is hope. 

While yon trust to the dog, the wolf slips into the sheep-fold. 
Who always buys and seDs, feels not what he spends. 
Who eats and leaves, has another meal good. 
Who keep company with the wol^ wiU learn to howl. 
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Who looseth his due, getteth no thAiilcB. 

Who more busy than they that have least to dOi 

Who never dimbed high, never fell low. 

Who removeth landmark stones, bmiseth his fingers. 

Who shall bell the oat 

Who spends before he thiives, will beg before he thinks. 

Whom great men wrong, they hate. 

Whoso doth no evil, is apt to suspect none. 

Whoso lacketh a stock, his gain is not worth a chip. 

Whosoever engages in numy pursuits, rarely sucoeeds in one. 

Wickedness is its own panishment> and many times its own 

cure. 
Wife and children are hills of charges. 
Wife and children are hostages given to fortune. 
Wine hath drowned more men than the sea. 
Wine is a turn-coat; first a friend, and then an enemy. 
Wine neither keeps secrets, nor fulfils promises. 
Wine shows what a man is. 
Wine turns a man inside outwards* 
Winter draws out what summer laid in. 
Wilful faults have no excuse, and deserve no pardon. 
Wilful waste brings woeful want. 
Will is the cause of woe. 

Will, without reason, is blind ; and against reason,.is mad. 
Willing minds take up with poor ex^cisear 
Willows are weak, yet they bind other wood. 
Wisdom in a poor man is a diamond set in lead. 
Wisdom is more to be envied than riches. 
Wisdom rises upon the ruins of folly. 
Wise and good is better than ndi and great 
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Wige and good men invented the laws, but fools and the 

wicked put them upon it 
Wise men have reason ; other men, wit. 
Wise men learn by other men's harms ; fools by their own. 
Wit and wisd<»n are like the seven stars, seldom seen 

together. 
Wit ill applied is a dangerous weapon. 
Wit may be bought too dear. 

Wit without judgment is a weary thing to the company. 
With an honest and a good man, business is soon ended. 
With common friends, go with bridle in hand. 
Withhold not thy money where there is need ; and waste it 

not, where there is none. 
Woe to that house where there is no ehidiag. 
Women commend a modest man, but like him not 
Women's work is never done. 
Wonder is the daughter of ignorance. 
Words show the wit of a man, but action his meaning. 
Worth begets in base minds, envy; but in brave souls, 

emulation. 
Worth hath been under-rated, ever since wealth hath been 

over-valued. - 
Would, " Not I tJtahk you," had never been made. 
Would you know secrets ? look for them in grief or pleasure. 
Wounds may heal, but not those that are made by ill words. 
Wranglers are never in the wrong. 
Wrinkled purses make wrinkled faces. 
Write with the learned, but speak with the vulgar. 

Yelping curs may anger mastiffs at last 
o 
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Yoa are a man among the geese, when the gander is away. 
Ton are an honest man, and I am joxa nncle ; and that's 

two lies. 
Yon are afraid of the dog yon never saw. 
Yon are come of good blood, and so is goose-pndding. 
Yon are never pleased, full, nor lasting. 
Yon are not good, if yon are so only for the sake of praise. 
You are so cnnmng, yon know not what weather it is when 

it rains. 
Yon are very free of another man's pottage. 
Yon begin well in nothing, except yon end welL 
Yon break my head, then give me a plaister. 
Yon came a day after the fair. 
Yon came as seasonably as snow in snmmer. 
You can never speak courage into a coward. 
You cannot escape away from yonrsell 
You cannot judge of a man tall yon know his whole story. 
Yon can't drive a windmill with a pair of bellows. 
Yon can't eat your cake, and have it too. 
Yon can't judge of the horse by the harness. 
You can't know wine by the cask. 
You carry fire in one hand,* and water in the other. 
You could make broth, but yon have no beet 
You could spy trouble if your eyes were out 
You dig your grave with your teeth. 
You drink out of the broad end of the funnel, and hold the 

little one to me. 
You drink vinegar when you have wine at your elbow. 
You find fault with a fat goose. 
You gazed at the moon, and fell in the gutter. 
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Yon have a bam for all grain. 

You have a little wit, and it does yon good sometimes. 

Yon have always a ready month Ibr a ripe cherry. 

Yon have brought your hogs to a £Eur market. 

Yon haye found what was never lost. 

Yon haye good manners, but never carry them about yon. 

Yon haye no need to borrow confidence. 

Yon hide yourself in a net, and think nobody sees yon. 

Yon know not how to sew, and yet you*d be cutting out. 

Yon lay on your butter as with a trowel. 

Yon make a great purchase when you relieve the necessitous. 

You make as good music as a wheelbarrow. 

Yon may be a wise man, and yet not know how to make a 
watch. 

Yon may be godly, but yonll never be cleanly. 

Yon may believe anything that is good of a grateful man. 

Yon may follow him long ere a shilling drop from him. 

Yon may give him good advice, but who can give him wit to 
take it? 

Yon may have a good memory, but yon have a confounded 

judgment. 
Yon may know by a handflil the whole sack. 
Yon may know by a penny how a shilling spends. 
Yon may love your neighbour, and yet not hold his stirrup. 
Yon may row your heart out if the wind and tide set against 

yon. 
Yon may truss up all his wit in an egg-shelL 
Yon may wink and choose. 
You measure every man's honesty by your own. 
Yon meet a danger half way. 
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You must be content to taste your own broth. 

Ton must look where it is not, as well as where it is. 

You must not cut and deal too. 

You must not hope to reap wheat where you sowed nond. 

You must plough with such oxen as jou have. 

You never do it without overdoing it 

You ought to untie that knot which you knit yourself. 

You pour water into a sieve. 

You pretend to be a visitor, but are really a spy. 

You scatter meal and gather ashes. 

You seek the needle where you never stuck it. 

You show bread in one hand, and a stone in t'other. 

You should ask the world's leave before you commend your- 
self. 

You slfb night and day, and get nothing but bran. 

You sit upon thorns. 

You smile and bite. 

You spoil a good dish with ill sauce. 

You take me up before Pm down. 

You take more care of your shoe than your foot. 

You to the cabbage, and I to the beef. 

You trust a great weight to a slender thread. 

You were bom when wit was scarce. 

You wiU neither dance nor hold the candle. 

You will never have a friend if you must have one without 
failings. 

You wiU never repent of being patient and sober. 

You'd wash a blackmoor white. 

You'll beguile none but those that trust you. 

You'll bring a noble to ninepenca. 
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Toa'll get the cat with nine tails. 

You'll keep it no longer than you can a cat in a wheelbarrow. 

Toull know an idle, fellow if yon but see him at dinner. 

Tou'U never be mad, yon are of so many minds. 

You'll never be master of gold enough to break your back. 

You'll not believe a man is dead till you see his brains out. 

You'll not beHeve him bald till you see his brains. 

Young is the goose that will not eat oats. 

Young men are made wise ; old men becoihe so. 

Young men may die ; old men must. 

Young men think old men fools, but old men know the 

young are so. 
Your bread is buttered on both sides. 
Your dirty shoes are not welcome in my parlour. 
Your egg is ready roasted to your hand. 
Your head's so hot that your brains bubble over. 
Your key fits not that lock. 
Your main flEtult is, you are good for nothing. 
Your mind is upon chasing of mice. 
Your mouth hath beguiled your hands. 
Your purse opened not when it was paid for. 
Your tongue has got the start of your wit. 
Your trumpeter's dead, and so you sound yourself. 
Your wits are gone a wool-gathering. 
Youth and white paper take any impression. 

Zeal is by no means the same with fury and rage. 
Zeal without knowledge is fire without light. 
Zeal, when it is a virtue, is a dangerous one. 
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He that goes out with often loss, 
Comes home at last hy weeping cross. 

When you are anvil, hold you still ; 
When you are hammer, strike your fill. 

My son is my son till he have got him a wife, 

But my daughter's my daughter all the days of her life. 

If a man knew what things would he dear, 
He need he merchant but only one year. 

Children and chicken 
Must ever he picking. 

To live ever - . 

Would he clever. 

Would you live an angel's days. 
Be honest, just, and wise always. 

Eat at pleasure. 
Drink in measure. 

Early to bed, and early to rise, 

Will make a man healthy, wealthy, and wise. 

Find you without excuse, 

And find a hare without a muse. 
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Enough's as good as a feast 
To one that's not a heast 

Truth may he hlamed. 
But cannot he shamed. 

If you trust hefore you try, 
You may repent hefore you die. 

If youth hut knew what age would crave, 
'Twould ever get and ever save. 

Were things done twice 
Then all were wise. 

He that will steal a pin 
Will steal a hetter thing. 

He must needs swim 
That is held hy the chin. 

Time fleeth away 
Without delay. 

A good take heed 
Will surely speed. 

He that would thrive 
Must rise hy five ; 
He that hath thriven 
May lay till seven. 

Two cats and one mouse, 
Two wives in one house, 
Two dogs at one hone, 
Can never agree in one. 
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Wars 
Bring scars. 

Wide "will wear, 
But narrow will tear. 

If wishes would bide 
Beggars would ride. 

Help, hands ; 

For I hare no lands. 

Harm watch. 
Harm catch. 

The more you heap 
The worse you cheap. 

Of saying 
Cometh having. 

A friend in need 
Is a friend indeed. 

One God — ^no more ; 
But friends good store. 

Not God above 
Gets all men's love. 

Early sow, 
Early mow. 

The longer east 
The longer west. 

Want makes strife 
'Tween man and wife. 
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In the forehead and the eye 
The lecture of the mind doth lie. 

As a man is friended, 
So the law is ended. 

There's not so bad a JUL 
But there's as bad a Will. 

Giving much to the poor 
Increaseth a man's store. 

Speak what yon will, 

A bad man will turn it ill. 

What soberness conceals 
Drunkenness reveals. 

Soon crooks the tree 

That good gambrel would be. 

Common fame 
Is mostly to blame. 

As the bell clinks 
So the fool thinks. 

Much bruit. 
Little fruit. 

Money's better 
Than my lord's lett» r. 

What cannot be cured. 
Must be endured. 

April showers 
Bring May flowers. 



Digitized 



by Google 



102 WISE SENTENCES, dbc, 

A March wisher 

Is never a good fisher. 

They, that have no other meat, 
Bread and batter are glad to eat 

Who buys 

Had need of a hundred eyes ; 

Bat one's enoagh. 

For him that sells the staff. 

Fain woald the cat fish eat, 
Bat she's loth to wet her feet 

When the cat is away, 
The mice will play. 

Be the day ever so long, 
At length cometh even-song. 

March borrows of April 
Three days, and they be ilL 

April borrows of March again. 
Three days of wind and rain. 

The Arst dsLj of April, 

Yoa may send a fool whither you wilL 

The third of iijpriZ, 

Comes in the oackoo and nightingale. 

A winter's thander 
Is a summer's wonder. 



A cherry year, 
A merry year: 
A plum year, 
A dumb year. 
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As the day lengthens, 
So the cold strengthens. 

K70U would a good hedge have, 
Carry the leaves to the grave. 

If St. Paul be fair and clear, 
Then betides a happy year ; 
If the wind do blow aloft 
Then of wars we shall hear fall oft ; 
If the clouds make dark the sky, 
Great store of people then wiU die; 
If there be either snow or rain. 
Then will be dear all sorts of grain. 

Sow beans in the mud. 
And they'll grow like wood. 

As your wedding-ring wears, 
Youll wear off your cares. 

If grass look green in Jamve&r, 
'Twill look the worser all the year, 

"March in Janiveer, 
Jamveer in March I fear 

Who in Janiveer sows oats, 
Gets gold and groats ; 
Who sows in May, 
Gets little that way. 

Febnuiry fill dike, 

Be it black, or be it white ; 

But if it be white, 

It's the better to sight 



Digitized 



by Google 



104 WISE SENTENCES, dte. 

All the months in the year. 
Corse a fair Februeer. 

You should, upon Candlenuu-dayf 
Throw candle and candlestick away. 

He that will not when he may, 
When he will, he shall have nay. 

Farewell frost ; 

Nothing got, is nothing lost. 

You may as soon 

Make a cloak for the moon. 

Much matter, 

Of a wooden platter. 

A man of words, and not of deeds. 
Is like a garden full of weeds. 

Good weight and measure. 
Is heaven's treasure. 

The receiver 

Is as bad as the thiever. 

Before St. Chad, 

Every goose lays, both good and bad. 

To the wise, 

A word may suffice. 

Words are but wind. 
But blows unkind. 
Words are but sands ; 
Its money buys lands. 
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In space 
Comes grace. 

Ever spare, 
And ever bare. 

Great spenders 
Are bad lenders. 

No vice, 
Like avarice. 

Who BO blind as he, 
That will not see ? 

Store, 
Is no sore. 

Essex stiles, 
Kentish mile$<, 
Norfolk wiles, 
Many a man beguiles. 

After a delay, 
Comes a stay. 

Sure bind, 
Snre find. 

Old yonng. 
And old long. 

Fill what you will, 
And drink what yon filL 

Patch by patch is good housewifery ; 
But patch upon patch plain beggary. 
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He that will liye in peace and rest, 
Must hear and see, and speak the best. 

Fair words never break a bone, 
Foul words have broke manj a one. 

Like blood, like goods, and like age, 
Make the happiest marriage. 

Marry in haste, and repent at leisure ; 
It's good to marry late, or never. 

"When the fern is as high as a spoon. 
You may sleep an hour at noon. 

An easy fool, 
Is a knave's tool. 

A cool May, and a windy 
Bam, filleth up kindly. 

May come early, come late, 
'Twill make the cow quake. 

A hot May, as I've heard, 
Maketh a fat church-yard. 

A May flood 
Was never good. 

Shear your sheep in May 
And clear them all away. 

A swarm of bees in May 
Is worth a load of hay ; 
But a swarm in July 
Is not worth a fly. 
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Be sure of hay 
Till the end of May. 

When A^l blows his horn 
It's good for hay and com. 

An April flood 

Carries away the frog and her brood. 

When the cuckoo comes to the bare thorn. 
Sell your cow, and bny yon com ; 
But when she comes to the bit fuH, 
Sell your com and buy you sheep wooJ. 

'Tis said from the twelfth of May 
To the twelfth of July, aU is day. 

Be it weal, or be it woe, 

Beans should blow before May go. 

Look at your com in May 

And youll come weeping away ; 

Look at the same in June 

And you'll come home in another tune. 

If on the eighth of June it rain, 
It foretells a wet harvest, men sain. 

Bamaby bright, 

The longest day, and the shortest night. 

Calm weather in June 
Sets com in tune. 

No tempest, good July, 
l/cst com come off bluely. 
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Dry August and warm 
Doth hanrest no harm. 

St. Bartholomew 
Brings cold dew. 

At St, Matthee, 
Shut up the hee. 

St, Matthew 

Brings on the cold dew. 

No weather's ill, 
If the wind he still. . 

SeptembeTf hlow soft, 
Till the fruit's in the loft. 

A Michaelmas rot 
Comes ne'er in the pot 

On Lady-day the later, 
The cold comes on the water. 

Good October, a strong hlast, 
To blow the hog acorn and mast. 

Often drunk, and seldom sober, 
Falls like the leaves in October, 

On St, Luke's day 
The oxen may play. 

November, take flail, 
Let ships no more sail. 

Lucy light, 

The shortest day, and longest night 
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When the wind's in the west, 
The weather's at the best. 

When the wind is in the east, 

It's good for neither man, nor beast. 

A right easterly wind 
Is very unkind. 

When the wind is in the south. 
It's in the rain's mouth. 

When the wind is in the south, 

It blows the bait into the fish's mouth. 

Though old and wise, 
Yet still advise. 

Coblers and tinkers 

Are the best ale drinkers. 

Hey 1 ninny, nanny ! 
One fool makes many. 

The fewer his years. 
The fewer his tears. 

He giveth twice. 
That gives in a trice. 

A man of gladness 
Seldom falls into madness. 

No lock will hold, 
'Gainst keys of gold. 

The life of a man is a winter's day 
And a winter's way. 
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He is not a merchant bare, 

That hath money-worth, and ware. 

Nothing crave, 
Nothing have. 

A man without reason 
Is a beast in season. 

A good recorder 
Sets all in order. 

Well to work, and make a fire,. 
Doth good skill and care require. 

Good words, and no deeds,. 
Are rashes and reeds. 

The more years yon hare,. 
The nearer your grave. 

An ague in the spring 
Is physic for a king. 

After dinner, sit awhile r 
After sapper, walk a mile. 

Good keal, 
Is half a meal. 

He that would be wise and gay. 
Mast eat batter and sage in Maij. 

The father to the boagh, 
The son to the plough. 

The head and feet keep warm, 
The rest will take no harm. 
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Seek love, and it will shun yon, 
Haste away and he'll outrun yon. 

Whom love we best 
We talk to least 

He that loves glass without a G, 
Take away L, and that is he. 

Wedlock's 
A padlock. 

Blessed is the eye 
'Tween Severn and Wye* 

Many a one for land 
Takes a fool by the hand. 

Wives must be had, 
Be they good or bad. 

Little said, soon amended ; 
Little money, soon spended 

One wit and bought, 
Is worth two for nought. 

Pride and grace 

Dwell never in one place. 

Some have hap. 
And some nap. 

Up hill spare me, 

Down hill forbear me ; 

Plain way spare me not. 

Nor let me drink when I am hot. 
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Nothing is a man's truly, 
That he cometh not by duly. 

Often might. 
Overcomes right. 

Two in distress. 
Make sorrow less. 

Good health 
Is above wealth. 

Bring something, lass, along with thee. 
If then intend to live with me. 

An old cart, well used, 
A new one abused. 

All shall be weU, 

And Jack shall have JiVL 

By Lhan, Law, Le$, 

By Tre, Pol, Pan, ' 

You soon may guess 

A Cornish man. 

Mere wishes 
Are silly fishes. 

A stitch in time, 
May save nine. 

Grace will last, 
When beauty's past 

If not by might, 
E'en do't by slight. 

WeU begun 
Is half done. 
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Birds of a feather 
Flock together. 

Ghreat boast, 
Small roast. 

When good cheer is lacking, 
Our friends will, be packing. 

Salt cooks bear blame, 
Bat fresh cooks shame. 

He's a wise man, who 

When he's well, can hold him so. 

He that will cheat at play 
Will cheat you any way. 

He that speaks the thing he should not, 
Shall often hear the thing he would not. 

He's a wise man, who 
Can make a firiend of a foe. 

He that would do no iU, 
Must do all good, or sit still. 

Blow the wind never so fast, 
It will fall at last. 

Be thou weal, or be thou woe, 
Thou shall not be always so. 

He that comes last. 
Makes all fast. 

While the leg warmeth, 
The boot harmeth. 

A friend in court, 
Makes the process short. 
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A man is weal or woe, 
As he thinks himself so. 

A good wife and health, 
Are a man's best wealth. 

A loan- 
Should come langhing home. 

Take heed, 
Is a good read. 

Look not too high, 

Lest a chip fxiSL in your eye. 

He that lends 

WiU lose money and Mends. 

Many a little. 
Make a mickle. 

Little strokes. 
Fell great oaks. 

Man proposes; 
God disposes. 

Measure's, 
A treasure. 

No joy. 
Without annoy. 

What greater crime. 
Than loss of time. 



Digitized 



by Google 




WITTY SAYINGS, 



He that goes a borrowing. 
Goes a sorrowing. 

Let the grafts be very good, 
Or the knife be where it stood. 

At the first hand bay, 
At the third let lie. 

Who nothing saye. 
Shall nothing have. 

By hawk and hound, 
Small profits found. 

Some come, some go, 
This life is so. 

All they get. 
Is fish in net 

One doth the blame. 
Another bears the shame. 

Better one well filled, 
Than two houses spilled. 

Harm watch. 
Harm eatch. 
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A man can never thriTe, 
Who has a wasteM wife. 

'Tis the farmer's care, 
That makes the field bear. 

Trust nor contend, 

Nor lay wagers, nor lend, 

And yonll have peace to your end. 

Pay what you owe, 

And what you're worth you'll know. 

To give and to have. 
Doth a brain crave. 

Excess of delight^ 
Palls appetite. 

Wise fear 
Begets care. 

A cold Ajpril 
The bam will fill. 

Leave a jest, 

When it pleases you best. 

A crackt bell 

Can never sound well. 

Advice whispered in the ear 
Is worth a jeer. 

Ko pains, 
No gains. 

Patience and Poverty, 
Is a poor man's remedy. 
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He that cannot pay, 
Let him pray. 

There is never any cake, 

But there's some of the same make. 

Sudden acquaintance 
Brings long repentance. 

Sorrow, and strife, 
Make soon an old wife. 

Sluggards guise, 

Slow to bed, and slow to rise. 

Better are small fish 
Than an empty dish. 

Sometimes words 
Hurt more than swords. 

All work and no play, 
Makes Jack a dull boy. 

Penny and penny, 
Laid up, will be many. 

He makes an ill song, 
Who has ne'er a tongue. 

'Tis plenty 

That makes you dainty. 

It's merry in the hall. 
When beards wag all. 

One year a nurse, 
And seyen the worse. 

Birchen twigs 
Break no ribs. 
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At Candlemas, 

The cold comes to us. 

Who will not lay up a penny. 
Shall neyer have many. 

He that would please all, and himself too, 
Undertakes what none could ever do. 

He that by the plough would thrive, 
Himself must either hold, or drive. 

Be it better, or be it worse, 

Be ruled by him that bears the purse. 

In vain doth the mill clack. 
If the miller his hearing lack. 

A bushel of March dust is a thing 
That's worth the ransom of a king. 

The counsels that are given in wine, 
Will do no good to thee or thine. 

In times of prosperity friends will be plenty ; 
In time of adversity not one in twenty. 

Before thou marry, 

Make sure of a house wherein to tany. 

Who more than he is worth doth spend. 
E'en makes a rope his life to end, 

A thousand pounds, and a bottle of hay, 
Are just the same at doom's day. 

Be always as merry as ever you can, 
For no one delights in a sorrowful man. 
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A -woman, a spanie], and a walnut tree, 
The more they're beaten, the better Uiey be. 

He that is needy, when he is mamedt 
Shall not be rich when he is buried. 

As the goodman saith, so say we : 

But as the goodwife saith, so it must be. 

Maidens must be mild and meek ; 
Swift to hear, but slow to speak. 

Bemember man and keep in mind, 
A faithful friend is hard to find. 

The more haste, the worse speed, 
Quoth the tailor to his long thread. 

The good or ill hap of a good, or ill life. 

Is the good or ill choioe of a good or ill wifo. 

When I did well, I heard it never ; 
When I did ill, I heard it ever. 

If men would make haste when on foot, 
They need not put their horses to't 

What raging rashly is begun, 
ChaUengeth shame before half done. 

The higher the plumb-tree, the riper the plumb ; 
The richer the cobler, the blacker his thumb. 

When Adam delved, and Eve span, 
Pray where was then the gentleman ? 

He that buys land, buys many stones ; 
He that buys flesh, buys many bones ; 
He that buys eggs, buys many shells ; 
But he that buys ale, buys nothing else. 



Digitized 



by Google 



120 



WITTY SAYINGS, dtc. 



Break coal, cut candle, set brand on end, 

Neither good honsewife, nor good housewife's Mend. 

No more mortar, no more brick : 
A crafty knave has a canning trick. 

Money we want, and cannot borrow, 
Yet drink we mast) to slacken sorrow. 

Cold broth hot again, that loyed I never; 
Old love renewed again, that loved I ever. 

like dogs that snarl about a bone. 
And play together when they've none. 

He that gets money before he gets wit. 
Will be bat a short while master of it. 

His wit got wings, and woold have flown ; 
Bat poverty still kept him down. 

He has wit at will, 

That with an angry heart can hold him sdlL 

It's God that feeds the crows. 

That neither tills, harrows, nor sows. 

He that leaves certainty, and sticks to chance, 
When fools pipe, he may dance. 

It's a good horse that never stumbles; 
And a good wife that never grumbles. 

He that buys a house ready wrought, 
Has many a pin and nail for nought. 

He that buys lawn before he can fold it, 
Shall repent him before he have sold it. 
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Look well before you leap, 

For snakes among the flowers creep. 

He that will meddle with all things, 
May go shoe the goslings. 

Say wellt and do weU, end with a letter ; 
Say well iis good, but do weU is better. 

Who goes more bare 

Than the shoemaker's wife and the smith's mare I 

Wh.0 doth sing so merry a note 

As the cobbler that cannot change a groat. 

Good riding at two anchors men have told, 
For if one break t'other may hold. 

The world was never so dull still, 
But if one won't another will. 

linen often to water. 
Soon to tatter. 

It's hard to split the hair, 

That nothing is wanted, and nothing to spare. 

He that winketh with one eye, and seeth with t'other, 
I would not trust him, though he were my brother. 

Tell me with whom thou goest. 
And I'll tell thee what thou doest. 

He that hears much, and speaks not at all. 
Shall be welcome both in bower and hall. 

Many talk of Robin Hood, that never shot in his bow, 
And many talk of Little John, that never did him know. 
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He that hath bat little, he shaU have less; 

And he that hath right nought, right nought shall possess. 

If St. Swithin weep, that year, the proverb says, 
The weather will be foul for forty days. 

If the first of July it be rainy weather, 

'TwiU rain more or less for four weeks together. 

A shower in Juhft when the com begins to fill, 

Is worth a plough of oxen and all belongs there till. 

Till St. Jame8*s day be come and gone, 
You may have hops, or you may have none. 

If the twenty-fourth of August be. fiur and dear. 
Then hope for a prosperous autumn that year. 

When a musician has forgot his note, 

He makes as though a crumb stuck in his throat. 

Nothing more smooth than glass, yet nothing more brittle ; 
Nothing more fine than wit, yet nothing more fickle. 

March balkham 

Comes in like a Hon, goes out like a lamb. 

So many mists as in March you see. 
So many frosts in May will be. 

March many weathers rained and bio wed, 
But March grass never did good. 

A peck of March dust, and a shower in May, 
Makes the corn green, and the fields gay. 

If you will have good cheese, and have old. 
You must turn him seven times before he is cold. 
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When elder is white, brew and bake a peck ; 
When elder is black, brew and bake a sack. 

Winter's thunder and summer's flood 
Never boded EnglUkman good. 

The pigeon never knoweth woe, 
But when she doth a benting go. 

This rule in gardening never forget — 
To sow dry, and set wet. 

When the slow-tree is as white as a sheet 
Sow your barley, whether it be dry or wet. 

If Janiveer*8 calends be summerly gay, 

'Twill be winterly weather till the calends of May. 

It is an omen bad, the yeomen say. 

If Phoebus shows his face the second day. 

The shepherd would as soon see his wife on the bier 
As that Candlemas-d&j should be pleasant and clear. 

If on Candlemas-ddLj it be shower and rain. 
Winter is gone, and will not come again. 

If CancUeTnas-dsLj be fair and bright, 
Winter will have another flight. 

On Candlemas -daj 

You must have half your straw and half your hay. 

On Vdlentine*8-dsLy 

WUl a good goose lay? 

If she be a good goose, her dame well to pny, 

She will lay two eggs before Valentine's day. 
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Every lamb 
Knows its dam. 

A Saturday's moon, 

If it comes once in seven years, comes too soon. 

No weather's ill 

If the wind hold still. 

A light parse 
Is a heavy curse. 

A knight of Gales, 
A gentleman of WaUs, 

And a laird of the north country ; 
There's a yeoman of Kent, 
That with one year's rent 

Will buy them all three. 

An ounce of wit that's bought 
Is worth a pound that's taught 

Sirrah your dog, but sirrah not me; 
For I was bom before you could see. 
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